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The One-Eyed Captain, Free Love, Free Pie & the Founding of Orange County

One might well wonder what to expect from an
event called, “The One Eyed Captain, Free

Love, Free Pie, and the Founding of Orange County.”

Attend the Orange County Historical Society’s
GENERAL MEETING at the Heritage Museum of
Orange County on June 12, 2015 to find out!

OCHS members may attend at no
cost. Non-members are $5 at the
door. Either way, please RSVP
by June 11 to OrangeCountyHis-
tory(@gmail.com.

On second thought, it might not
hurt to tell you a few more event
details. . .

Manny Escamilla will speak on
the subject of Orange County’s
first Superior Court judge, J. W.
Towner. The eccentric Captain
Towner lost an eye in the Civil
War, was a socialist, and belonged
to not one, but two, free love reli-
gious communes over the course
of his life, including the Oneida
Community — famous for its County Archives.
silverware manufacturing.

The evening will also include tours of the historic

H. Clay Kellogg House (1898) and possibly the
Maag House (1899). And silhouette artist Steve
Thompson (peoplepapercuts.com) will be on hand to
render your portrait in a manner befitting the Victo-
rian theme. The evening will conclude with delicious
pie and frosty beverages for all.

The Heritage Museum of Orange County, located at
3101 W. Harvard St., in Santa Ana, is a cultural and

Judge James W. Towner . Photo courtesy Orange

natural history center and has been a popular school
field trip destination for over twenty-five years. The
centerpiece of the museum, which covers nearly
twelve acres in all, is a plaza featuring several historic
buildings set amid extensive floral gardens and citrus
groves.

- Our speaker, Manny Escamilla,
is an historian and archivist at
the Santa Ana History Room

- at Santa Ana Public Library.
Raised in Santa Ana, he’s
always been fascinated by the
history of Orange County, and
has been successful in his en-
deavors of researching and
preserving its heritage. He

| received a BA in history in
2008 from UC Berkeley and
his M.L.S. at UCLA.

Doors open at 6:00 p.m. Tours
begin at 6:30 p.m. and the
program at 7: 30 p.m.

We hope to see you there!

& Join Us!! 2

The One-Eyed Captain, Free Love,
Free Pie and the Founding of O.C.

~-Manny Escamilla -

June 12, 2015

The Heritage Museum of Orange County
3101 W Harvard St, Santa Ana, CA 92704
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BOARD ANNOUNCEMENTS

L

ORANGE COUNTTIANA 2015

We are still seeking articles for this year’s

issue of Orange Countiana on most any aspect
of local history. Articles should be no more than
5,000 words; footnotes are welcome, but not re-
quired, and illustrations are always a plus.

This year’s deadline is mid-June. For more infor-
mation, contact editor Phil Brigandi at ockid@
netzero.com.

Membership Renewals

The mailing label on your County Courier
indicates when your membership dues expire.

Please help out our board members by renewing
early! You can use the form on the last page of
the Courier or renew online at: http://orange-
countyhistory.org/support-membership.html

Members receive our monthly County Courier

newsletter (September to June) with information

about scheduled upcoming events, local history
articles, and more. Members also receive a copy
of OCHS’ annual Orange Countiana historical
journal, and discounts on some Society events.
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ORANGE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Board Of Directors

President Chris Jepsen

Vice President Josh McIntosh
Rec.Secretary Stephanie George
Treasurer Helen Myers
Guy Ball

Kevin Cabrera

Phil Chinn

Don Dobmeier
Manny Escamilla
Evan Haynes

Jane Norgren
Patricia Prestinary
Kathie Schey
Lynne Yauger

For a complete list of standing committees go to:
http://www.orangecountyhistory.org/about-board

OCHS Phone 714 543 8282

Mailing Address: PO Box 10984 |Santa Ana, CA
92711
Web site: www.orangecountyhistory.org

CONTACTS
info@orangecountyhistory.org
webmaster@orangecountyhistory.org
historian(@orangecountyhistory.org
membership@orangecountyhistory.org
newsletter(@orangecountyhistory.org
photographs@orangecountyhistory.org

Calling all member email addresses!

If you would like to hear about upcoming events,
announcements, and reminders (ahem, member-
ship renewals), please send your email address
to Guy Ball at membership@orangecountyhis-
tory.org.

Please also include any address updates or correc-
tions to Guy as well. Thank you!
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OCHS AT BOLSA CHICA

The Spring OCHS History
Hike, was held at Bolsa
Chica Ecological Reserve
in Huntington Beach on
May 16. OCHS President,
historian, and life-long
Huntington Beach resident
Chris Jepsen led the tour
and provided historical
insights to a group of about
20 hikers.
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Along with interesting
topography, flora and fauna,
we saw the ruins of World
War II shore defenses, in-
frastructure from the area’s
oil boom, Indian village
sites, the remains of the
Bolsa Chica Gun Club (1899), and more. Ran-
cho Era history and the story of the long fight
between environmentalists and developers to
save Bolsa Chica were also discussed.

Along the trail, OCHS members chimed in
with additional information about the sights

around us, including Carl Nelson who told
us the story of flood control measures at the
marsh, and Yvonne Wilson who discussed
some of the native plants.

Special thanks to Stephanie George for
handling registrations, to Kathy Schey

and Steve and Kathy Iverson for helping on
the day of the hike, and to Chris
Jepsen for planning and leading
the hike.

The hike was fun, educational,

and got us all a little fresh air
~and sunshine. We hope you’ll
~— join us on our next history hike,
in Fall 2015. Watch the Courier
for details.
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The One-Eyed Captain,
Free Love, Free Pie, &
The Founding of
Orange County

Orange County Historical Society members are invited to a FREE Event
(Non-members $5 at the door)

June 12, 2015

HERITAGE MUSEUM OF ORANGE COUNTY
3101 W. Harvard St, Santa Ana

6:30 p.m. - Historic Home tours begin

7: 30 p.m. - Manny Escamilla will speak about O.C'’s first judge,
J.W. Towner: Civil War veteran, free love cultist, cycloptic eccentric.

Program followed by pie and cold beverages for all.

Please RSVP by June 11 to OrangeCountyHistory@gmail.com
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OCHS Publications
| TITLE PRICE |QTY

A Gathering of Tribute to Don Meadows * (1982) soft cover $ 1.00
Cafada de la Brea by Virginia Carpenter* soft cover $ 10.00
Centennial Bibliography of Orange County * hard cover | $40.00
From Wine to Disneyland by Eleanor Sullivan (1985) soft cover $ 5.00
Henry and Blanche Wagner by Edwin Carpenter soft cover $ 1.00
House of Bernardo Yorba by Don Meadows * soft cover $ 4.00
José Antonio Yorba by Arnold Dominguez * soft cover $ 4.00
The Portola Expedition 1789* soft cover $ 3.00
The Orange Blossoms: 50 Years of Growth in Orange County *+ hard cover | $40.00
Postcard History Series: Orange County* soft cover $ 20.00
Orange County Centennial Historical Map $ 4.00
Richard Nixon’s Southern Calif Illus. Map-Fold Out $ 4.00
Orange Countiana | * soft cover | sold out
Orange Countiana Il * soft cover $12.00
Orange Countiana Il * soft cover $12.00
Orange Countiana IV *Architecture: hard cover | $40.00
Orange Countiana V * Early Business: soft cover $ 20.00
Orange Countiana VI * (2010) soft cover $20.00
Orange Countiana VII * (2011) soft cover $20.00
Orange Countiana VIII * (2012) soft cover $20.00
Orange Countiana IX * (2013) soft cover $20.00
Proceedings of the Conference of O.C. History 1988* soft cover $10.00
Proceedings of the Conference of O.C. History 1989* soft cover $10.00
O.C. Almanac #3 by Jim Sleeper soft cover $ 5.00
Orange County Through Four Centuries by Leo J. Friis soft cover $ 16.00
Orange County Bibliography hard cover | $40.00
Orange County: A Centennial Celebration by Doris Walker $10.00
Terry E. Stephenson by Allen Goddard $ 1.00

TOTAL

S &H.

TOTAL

AMT.
*denotes publications by OCHS
Shipping and handling: $4.00 first item, $1.00 each additional item.
Except items denoted by “+” are $5.00 first item, $1.00 each additional item.

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY, STATE, ZIP

PHONE

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO OCHS | MAIL TO: Helen Myers
417 S. Citron
Anaheim, CA 92805

(714) 774-2077
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

OCHS MEMBERSHIP FORM June 2015
Students ® with ID $20.00
NAME/S
Seniors (65+) $20.00
Individuals $30.00
ADDRESS
Family (at same address) $45.00
Institutions ® $50.00 CITy STATE, ZIP
Sponsors $60.00 PHONE
Patrons $100.00 E MAIL
Corporate/Companies ¢ $200.00 |:|- Send meeting and special event notices to my e mail.
Life Memb 300.00
te viember $ Oral History Project $
If you join after the 20th day of the month AMT ENCLOSED $
your newsletter will arrive in 6 weeks
Please make check payable to OCHS
1011 No. Cypress,
La Habra 90631




