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The Orange and the Dream of Cahforma

A uthor David Boulé will speak on “The Orange
and the Dream of California” at the Orange

County Historical Society’s season kick-off program,

September 10, 2015, at Sherman Library & Gardens,
2647 E. Coast Highway, in Corona del Mar. A social
hour and optional potluck
of appetizers and desserts
will begin at 6:30 p.m.,
followed by the program at
7:30 p.m. The event is open
to the public.

In his presentation, Boulé
will explore the five hun-
dred year, intertwined
history of the orange and
California and how these
two iconic entities have
built upon one another to
feed the imagination and

fascination with the history, culture, achievements and
uniqueness of the region. For decades he has scoured
paper ephemera shows, flea markets, antique stores,
the Internet, libraries, museums and bookshops to
collect items and information relating to the Califor-

. marketing communication has

nia citrus industry. A career in

~ given him particular interest

and insight into how the orange
helped enhance the popular
image of California as a place
of potential, reinvention and

+; fulfillment.

Explaining how collections and

| research like his can fill in gaps

left in more general, academic

" approaches, Boulé adds, “I

8 believe an individual zeal and

conjure both a compelling “ MI R AC L E

fantasy and a remarkable

reality. Miracle Brand orange crate label, Placentia. Photo
courtesy Orange County Archives

“The image of California as paradise and the orange
as unique among all fruit has endured for centu-

ries because, partially, these things are true,” Boulé
writes. “These truths, recognized by chroniclers,
journalists, scientists, growers and other objec-

tive observers, have then been magnified by poets
and boosters, artists and hucksters, songwriters and
bureaucrats — with both artistic and commercial
motivation — to appeal to people’s continuing desire
to believe that such exceptional perfection can really
exist.”

A third generation Californian, Boulé has a lifelong

a personal focus can help not
only gather materials that might
otherwise be dispersed and kept
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out of context, but add depth and texture to more
traditional research approaches.”

David’s collection includes historic photographs,
hundreds of postcards, rare advertising and market-
ing materials, books, phonograph records, post-

ers, journals and personal papers, newspapers and
pressclippings, and many California orange-themed
souvenirs and promotional items. His collection has
been featured in exhibits, he has given numerous
presentations.

His book, The Orange and Dream of California,
was published in 2014 by Angel City Press and will
be available for sale at the event.

Orange County promotional booklet, 1915. Courtesy of the
Orange County Archives

A Peculiar Individual by Nicholas Seider

n June of 1882, the Santa Ana Weekly Standard’s
female correspondent, D. M. Harwood, traveled
four days across the undeveloped lands of Southern
California to investigate Calico, a brand-new min-
ing township in the Mojave Desert. She discovered

a growing community of miners looking for their
own piece of the abundant silver deposits. It was
among these silver seekers where Harwood learned
of a most peculiar individual: A woman miner by
the name of Annie Kline Townsend.

Townsend was a standout in the Mojave commu-
nity. When she arrived in 1880 she was completely
destitute, had no experience in prospecting, and
sought nothing more than to support her young
daughter. That desire to give her daughter a good
life laid the foundation for her perseverance. By the
beginning of 1881, she had discovered one of the
most successful mining claims in the region. By the
time D. M. Harwood began her article, Townsend
had filed a total of eight successful claims, and was
overseeing operations of two lucrative mines.

Her mining exploits alone make her worthy of
remembrance, at least in local history books. Little
did Harwood know that the woman she interviewed
had a past, and a future, more remarkable than most.
Delving deeper than that newspaper in 1882 reveals
that Annie  Kline lived one of the most ambitious
lives in the 19th century.

Her story begins in Mississippi during the Civil
War. She was born in 1841 to a successful cotton
plantation owner, and was raised as both an edu-
cated southern belle and a rugged farmer. When her
hometown of Vicksburg surrendered to the Union,
she saw an opportunity to directly contribute to the
Southern Cause and began spying for the Confed-
eracy.

Her role as a spy comprised of sneaking goods and
information to Southern troops outside of Vicks-
burg. Her most exciting adventure was in 1864. Jef-
ferson Davis gave her orders to burn a bridge near
Chattanooga, Tennessee. On her journey she was
accused of spying and imprisoned, but could not be
identified and was eventually set free. She claimed
later in her life that she eventually carried her order

Peculiar....cont. on pg 4
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out. By the time the bridge burned, however, the
South was nearly defeated.

After the war, she married a man named William
Townsend and gave birth to Maud, her only child.
The young family settled in San Francisco and at-
tempted to make a life for themselves. In the sum-
mer of 1877, however, anti-Chinese riots spread
throughout the city. Townsend’s home, and small
business, went up in flames. For the remainder of
the 1870s her family was completely destitute. In
1879, she suffered from a nervous breakdown and
went missing for days.

In July of 1880, Townsend and her
daughter were still living in San
Francisco. They found success in
Calico five months later, and her hus-
band did not join them. Throughout
her life she claims that she became a ¥
widow before prospecting, however |
her obituary states that she and her
husband had divorced. Maybe she
lied about a divorce to avoid the pos-
sibility of public ridicule, or maybe
they had a complicated falling out.
Regardless, by 1881 she had made a
fresh start for her and her daughter.
She was already one of the most
successful individuals in Calico by
the time the Weekly Standard vis-
ited, and maintained that success
throughout the 1880s. By 1886, she
had remarried a fellow miner named

company swiftly became known as the “Women’s
Road”, and Rikert received national recognition as
the first female president of a railroad. In the first
few months of 1898 they found investors, gained
support from the locals of Tuolumne County, and
began work grading the route. All was going exactly
how Rikert had planned until the middle of summer,
when everything changed.

On August 1st, her railroad’s property was seized,
and she was accused of not paying her employees.
She immediately responded to these claims, putting
forward the notion that this was a ploy by the Sierra
Railroad to keep her venture from being completed.
She could not prove this in court,
however, and her railroad was even-
tually found guilty for not paying
for its workers. It is noteworthy,
though, that the Sierra Railroad
completed an identical route to
Rikert’s just six months after her
company was sued. Rikert fought
hard to keep the company afloat,
but the bad publicity crippled the
railroads reputation. Her character
was tarnished, and she spent the last
years of her life in seclusion. She
sought treatment for cancer, and

i passed away in December of 1906.
Rikert was 65 years old.

D. M. Harwood’s article for the
== |Veekly Standard described Rikert
® as a “superior woman”. Indeed, she

Austin M. Rikert, and was from then Annie Klem Townsend. Photo Courtesy was more ambitious, adventurous,

on known as Annie Kline Rikert.

She and her family prospected for a few years in
Mexico around 1890 before settling in Northern
California near Columbia. Annie Kline Rikert
bought a few mines, one of which had contents
worth upwards of one million dollars. Unfortunate-
ly, there were no close facilities to process the ore,

nor were there railroads that ran near her properties.

For years she hoped the only railroad in the region,
the Sierra Railroad, would build a new route. By
1897 she stopped hoping and decided to build her
own railroad.

In December of 1897, Rikert, along with other
women in Northern California, incorporated the
Stockton and Tuolumne County Railroad. The

of Tuolumne County Historical Society  and successful than the majority

of people in the 19th century. She
spied for the South, mined in the West, and was
president of a railroad that never came to be. What
makes her even more remarkable is what drove her
pursuits. She once said, “The life suits me. In spite
of the hardships, I like it.” A reporter asked in re-
sponse, “For the money you’ve made?”” Her answer:
“For itself.”

Annie Kline Rikert lived a life that should be
recorded in local and national history, yet until
recently she was hidden away in newspapers of yes-
teryear. She is a reminder to all history lovers that
some of the most interesting individuals in history
are still waiting to be brought back to life.
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