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YOU are our program this December! 
Rummage through your scrapbooks, 

closets or garage for an interesting artifact 
that helps tell us something about Orange 
County’s past. The Orange County Histori-
cal Society’s annual “Show & Tell” program 
will be held December 10, 7:30 p.m., at 
Trinity Episcopal Church, 2400 N. Canal St., 
in Orange.

Maybe you have a tool that was used in 
picking oranges or avocados. 

Perhaps you have your name badge from 
when you worked at Disneyland on opening 
day. 

What about great-grandfather’s branding 
iron, or a tourist tchotchke with a picture of 
the Old Courthouse on it? 

Or maybe you just have an outstanding photo 
of early Orange County that few have seen 
before. 

Whatever vintage Orange County curio you 
may have tucked away, now’s your chance 
to trot it out, show it off, and briefly tell us 
something about it!

There will be a sign-up sheet when you arrive 
at the meeting. People will be called up in 
order of their position on the list. 

We look forward to whatever surprises you 
may have in store for us!
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Join Us !

Show & Tell

December 10, 2015
at

7:30 pm
  

Trinity Episcopal Church 
2400 N. Canal St. Orange

Jaque Gates shows off an historic artifact at Show & Tell 2014. 
Photo courtesy of Chris Jepsen

SHOW & TELL
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OCHS TO OPEN AN OFFICE

OCHS is proud to announce that we will soon 
have office and storage space at the Heritage 

Museum of Orange County (HMOC) – the 
folks with the historic Kellogg House and Maag 
House – at 3101 W. Harvard St., in Santa Ana. An 
agreement was reached with HMOC, and as we 
go to press, the lease is about to be signed.

 In recent years, our wonderful historical 
collections have been difficult to access, our 
organizational records have been scattered among 
board members, and our volunteers have had no 
place to work. All of that is about to change.

 
This is the start of something big, and we’re 
looking forward to all the new opportunities this 
turn of events will bring. If you’d like to help 
with the move-in process or would like to join 
the curatorial committee, or want to volunteer in 
any other capacity, please get in touch with any 
OCHS board member or email Chris Jepsen at 
cjepsen@socal.rr.com.

Meanwhile, watch the Courier for more 
announcements about the new office.

BOARD ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Assessing Collections during a Move

The Orange County Historical Society is 
very excited to be moving into its new 

home at the Heritage Museum of Orange Coun-
ty. This move will mean that OCHS can more 
readily serve its purpose to “preserve materials 
that document the history of Orange County, 
CA…and to make these materials available to 
researchers and the general public.” This move 
also means that the OCHS board will have an 
excellent opportunity to assess the OCHS col-
lections. 

Moving the OCHS collections will inherently 
involve working very closely with the collec-
tions over a short time. OCHS board members 
will be transferring artifacts into new storage 
space, reference areas, and exhibition cases. 
Because this is a unique opportunity to look 
closely at the collections, it is an excellent 
chance to take on an assessment of the OCHS 
collections. 

An assessment of this sort can take on many 
forms. At the very least, the collection inven-
tory must be compared with the artifacts mov-
ing into the Heritage Museum. Board members 
will examine the condition of artifacts as well 
as make sure that nothing has gone missing. By 
having artifacts front and center in this move, 
the OCHS board can keep the inventory and 
collections reports up to date. 

This move will also give the OCHS board the 
opportunity to look at the Collection Policy to 
assess how well the OCHS collections fit into 
that policy, and where the OCHS collections 
are currently lacking. Board members will 
begin by assessing artifacts to ensure that all 
OCHS artifacts “document the history of Or-
ange County, CA, and other areas that pertain 
to Orange County, CA.”  If a particular artifact, 
or set of artifacts, does not fit within the OCHS 
scope, the board will work to find a new home 
for those artifacts. Additionally, the board can 
assess how well artifacts fit within the OCHS 
subject areas versus other area archival institu-

tions. There is no need to compete with area 
archives, and the research community is better 
served by visiting a single location rather than 
tracking downrecords in multiple institutions. 
One recent example of this exchange was the 
Shoepe collection. This collection was trans-
ferred from OCHS to the Orange County Ar-
chives in 2007 because the collection better fit 
the Orange County Archives collection scope. 

Not only will the board assess artifacts that 
may be more useful elsewhere, they will make 
assessments about ways to enhance the collec-
tion. The OCHS collection scope puts express 
emphasis on collecting “historical and current 
information about the communities in Orange 
County. Subject areas include: early settlers, 
ethnic groups, family, business, work, and 
prominent individuals and events.” Therefore, 
it is important to assess where the OCHS col-
lections stand toward this goal and to determine 
the types of collections to pursue.

Over the next few months, while OCHS moves 
artifacts from one location to another, the board 
will be taking a good look at those artifacts. 
The board will determine how well the artifacts 
fit into the OCHS purpose and scope, the state 
of the artifacts condition and necessary preser-
vation, and how those collections could expand 
to better serve the history of Orange County.  s 
move will also give the OCHS board the op-
portu
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 ___________________________________________________________
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PHONE________________________

E MAIL  ________________________________________________ 

                                     -Send meeting and special event notices to my e mail.      

Oral History Project 	 $_____________

AMT ENCLOSED  	 $_____________

Please make check payable to OCHS
MAIL TO:   OCHS  c/o Kathy Pacaud
			    1011 North Cypress
			    La Habra CA  90631

Studentsw with ID   		  $20.00

Seniors (65+)			   $20.00

Individuals			   $30.00

Family (at same address)	 $45.00

Institutionsw  			   $50.00

Sponsors			   $60.00
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Life Member			   $300.00

If you join after the 20th day of the month 
your newsletter will  arrive in 6 weeks 
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