
Lautner, Oscar Niemeyer, Frank Lloyd Wright, 
the Ranch House, Googie architecture, Las 
Vegas, and Palm Springs. He is the architecture 
critic of the San Jose Mercury News, a contribu-
tor to The Architects Newspaper, grant recipient 

from the Graham 
Foundation for Ad-
vanced Studies in the 
Fine Arts, and a Na-
tional Arts Journal-
ism Program Fellow. 
He’s received several 
awards, including the 
Honor Award from 
the National Trust for 
Historic Preserva-
tion for qualifying 
the oldest remaining 
McDonald’s for the 
National Register of 
Historic Places, and 
the President’s Award 

from the Los Angeles Conservancy for three 
decades of work in preserving Modern architec-
ture. He is currently writing a history of Modern 
Architecture in California. 
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Architect and historian Alan Hess will pres-
ent a program about “Tracts, Ranch Houses 

and Mid-Century Orange County” at the January 
14, 2016 meeting of  the Orange County Histori-
cal Society. The meeting will be held at 7:30 
p.m., Trinity Epis-
copal Church, 2400 
N. Canal St., in the 
City of Orange. The 
public is welcome to 
attend.

Orange County in 
the mid-twentieth 
century served as a 
laboratory for new 
kinds of architecture 
that suited the new 
lifestyles, technology, 
and innovative urban 
character of America 
as the population 
shifted from decaying 
center cities to suburbia. 

This program will investigate some of those 
innovations, including mass produced tract 
housing, the Ranch House as the most popular 
housing type in the nation, and master planned 
communities which sought to perfect the sub-
urban metropolis. Far from being a bland land-
scape, Orange County led the United States in 
innovation.

Alan Hess is the author of nineteen books on 
Modern architecture and urbanism in the mid-
twentieth century. His subjects include John 
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Join Us !

Tracts, Ranch Houses and Mid-Century 
Orange County

~ Alan Hess ~

January 14, 2016 | 7:30 pm

  Trinity Episcopal Church 
2400 N. Canal St. Orange

Tricycling through a new tract, Central Orange County, 1964.  Photo 
courtesy Orange County Archives

Tracts, Ranch Houses and Mid-Century Orange County
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Membership Drive
 In 2015 we had a great year of fun & 
informative membership meetings, history 
hikes, and special events. This year will be 
more of the same AND we’ll be moving to 
a new office on the grounds of the Heritage 
Museum of Orange County. 

 If you’re not yet a member, please consider 
joining and support Orange County history! 
Use our membership form on page 4 or visit 
http://www.orangecountyhistory.org/support-
membership.html to become a member 
today.

 Already a member? Might you consider 
becoming a life member for a one-time dues 
payment of $300?  We are a 501(c)3 non-
profit organization so all donations are tax-
deductible as allowed by the IRS.

OCHS Needs You!
OCHS is recruiting a new Treasurer. If you 
are interested, please contact Helen Myers 
via email, myomyers@pacbell.net or by 
phone, 714-309-7639.

Being Treasurer for OCHS is fun and easy.
Training begins in January 2016!

BOARD ANNOUNCEMENTS

Historic Site for the 2016 OCHS Annual Banquet
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OCHS & HERITAGE MUSEUM 
HAVE HISTORY TOGETHER

OCHS will soon have an office and storage space 
in the shadow of the H. Clay Kellogg and John A. 
Maag homes at the Heritage Museum of Orange 
County (HMOC) in Santa Ana. From a historical 
perspective, this is thoroughly appropriate. The 
two organizations already have many connec-
tions.

For starters, Mr. Kellogg, a civil engineer, was on 
OCHS’ first board of directors in 1919 and was a 
popular speaker in our early years, holding forth 
on topics like “Irrigation on the Ranchos.” 
Kellogg’s relative, Yorba Linda rancher George 
Kellogg, was our annual dinner speaker in 1971. 
And in 2005, H. Clay Kellogg was the subject of 
an OCHS program by Adam England. 

Likewise, the pioneer Maag family has had a long 
association with OCHS. Jorice Maag has spoken 
numerous times before the Society and served on 
our board of directors. 

When OCHS was pushed out of our old office 
space at Bowers Museum in 1991, we were “tem-
porarily” housed in a trailer at the back of the 
HMOC. County Parks had promised the Society 
a permanent space in the newly restored Old 
Courthouse in Santa Ana by the end of the year, 
but Parks ultimately reneged. We were in a tight 
spot, and HMOC continued to be a gracious host 
while we regrouped and made new plans.

In 1989, an article about the architecture and 
preservation of the Kellogg and Maag homes 
appeared in our Orange Countiana journal. And 
in 1993, they were the topic of a general meeting. 
OCHS has also been involved in numerous spe-
cial events at the museum over the years. Most 
recently, we held our 2015 Annual Year-End 
Party on the patio at the Kellogg House.

In yet another connection, it turns out that OCHS 
President Chris Jepsen worked as a docent at 
Heritage Museum (then the Discovery Museum) 
when he was in college. 

“The Kellogg House felt like a second home to 
me, right away,” said Jepsen. “Leading weekend 

tours with families and a diverse cross-section of 
the public was my favorite part of the job. Com-
ing back to the museum feels like ‘Old Home 
Week.’” 

But the OCHS/HMOC connections aren’t all 
retrospective. Recently, OCHS Vice President 
Kevin Cabrera was named Executive Director of 
HMOC. And he’s looking forward to the Museum 
welcoming the Society.

“I see this as a perfect fit,” said Cabrera. “We’re 
two organizations with similar missions to pre-
serve and promote Orange County history.”

THIS MONTH IN O.C. HISTORY

Jan. 6, 1872 – “Orange County” was first put forth 
as a possible name for a new county at a meeting in 
Gallatin (now part of Downey).
 
Jan. 17, 1875 – The first passenger train arrived in 
Anaheim.

Jan. 26, 1886 – The Santa Ana, Orange & Tustin 
Street Railway Co. was formed. This was Orange 
County’s first horsecar line.

Jan. 22, 1904 – Fullerton voted to incorporate as a 
city. 

Jan. 9, 1913 – Richard M. Nixon was born in Yorba 
Linda.

Jan. 20, 1925 – The City of La Habra incorporated.

Jan. 27, 1938 – The rain began falling in what would 
ultimately become the great flood of 1938.

Jan. 14, 1946 – The FBI arrested a 17-year-old who 
had been posing as an officer at the Santa Ana Army 
Air Base for three months.

Jan. 31, 1957 – Famed Olympic swimmer and 
Huntington Beach mail carrier Shirley Babashoff is 
born in Whittier, California.

Jan. 10, 1969 – The new County Courthouse was 
dedicated in Santa Ana.
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