
Paul will share primary source material related to 
each case to help inform the discussion.
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The 1857 massacre of Sheriff James Barton and 
his posse in Irvine by a gang of bandidos ush-

ered in a period of fear, revenge and racial tension 
unusual even for crime-ridden 1850s Southern 
California. Historian Paul R. Spitzzeri will discuss 
this important episode of our Old West history at 
the Orange County Historical Society’s next meet-
ing: Thurs., February 11 , 2016, at 7:30 p.m., Trin-
ity Episcopal Church, 2400 N. Canal St., Orange. 
The public is welcome to attend.

After escaping from San Quentin, horse thief 
Juan Flores assembled a ruthless gang and began 
a crime spree. When the gang raided San Juan 
Capistrano and killed a shopkeeper, Los Angeles 
County’s new sheriff, James Barton, assembled 
a posse to track and arrest the miscreants. Barton 
and his men finally came face to face with the 
Flores gang on the spot where the 405 Freeway 
and the 133 (Laguna Canyon Road) now meet, in 
Irvine.The ensuing violence, and the turmoil that 
followed, remain the stuff of legend and debate 
almost 160 years later. 

Paul Spitzzeri is Assistant Director at Workman 
and Temple Family Homestead Museum, a his-
toric site in the City of Industry, where he has 
worked since 1988. A graduate with a B.A. and 
M.A. in History from California State University, 
Fullerton, Spitzzeri has published on Californio 
citizenship in the 19th century, railroad develop-
ment and regulation, and women and crime, in 
journals such as “Journal of the West” and “South-
ern California Quarterly” and the   
anthology Law in the Western United States.
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January 7, 2016: OCHS President Chris Jepsen and Heritage 
Museum of O.C. Executive Director Kevin Cabrera with the 
signed lease for the Society’s new office on the museum 
grounds. Move-in should take place in February.

OCHS Needs You!
OCHS is recruiting a new Treasurer. If you 

are interested, please contact Helen Myers via 
email, myomyers@pacbell.net, or by phone, 

714-309-7639.

Being Treasurer for OCHS is fun and easy.
Training begins in January 2016!

BOARD ANNOUNCEMENTS

ORANGE COUNTIANA 2016
We are always seeking articles on almost
any aspect of local history for upcoming issues 
of our Orange Countiana Journal. Articles 
should be no more than 5,000 words; footnotes 
are welcome, but not required, and illustrations 
are always a plus.

This year’s deadline is mid-June. For more 
information, contact editor Phil Brigandi at 
ockid@netzero.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Two state-wide organizations are hosting events 
close by that you might be interested in:

The Conference of California Historical Societies 
is hosting their Spring Symposium at San Juan Cap-
istrano on Feb. 25-27. The organization is including 
a tour of the Library at Chapman University and 
Huell Howser Archive, a journey to the Los Rios 
Historic District, and a visit to the San Juan Capist-
rano Mission. The symposium will also include a 
speakers and a workshop. Visit:
www.californiahistorian.com for more information.

The California Association of Museums will hold 
their 2016 conference in Riverside on March 2-4. 
They will be offering a host of workshops, tours, 
and seminars designed for those involved in 
museums or in projects related to art or history.  
Visit their website at www.calmuseums.org for 
more information.

ARE YOU ON OUR EMAIL LIST?

Once or twice a month, we send out an email to 
remind you of our next general meeting or special 
event.  If you haven’t been receiving the notice, 
please consider signing up online. Go to 
www.orangecountyhistory.org and click the “Sign 
Up for Event Update” box. You can also send an 
email to Guy Ball at membership@orangecounty-
history.org.  We use the email list to let you know 
of last-minute changes/notices and membership 
renewals. (If you’re on the list and don’t want to be, 
please email Guy and he’ll remove you.)  

And to reassure you, your email information is not 
shared with any other group. We pinky-pledge!

ORANGE COUNTIANA

The latest issue of Orange Countiana is out.  If 
you’re a member, you should have received this 
illustrious journal of local history by now.  If you 
haven’t, please contact Guy at 
membership@orangecountyhistory.org and let him 
know.  If you need extra copies, we have a limited 

amount of additional copies that are $20 each (plus 
$4 mailing). Visit our website at:
http://orangecountyhistory.com/publications-sale.
html for more information on purchasing a copy.  
(Not a member?  If you join by Feb 29, we will 
send you a copy at no charge. Contact Guy if you 
have any questions.)

OC HISTORY ON THE WEB

One of the most interesting local sites on the 
web is the O.C. History Roundup at 
http://ochistorical.blogspot.com/. 

This site is a treasure trove of interesting 
stories and photos created and fed by 

OCHS president Chris Jepsen. Chris also 
provides scores of Local History Links in 
case you’d like to try some other sites 

as well. 

Historian and author Ellen Bell has created 
a weekly radio program on KUCI that 

discusses the history of Irvine.  But she has 
brought in guests that have talked about 
other aspects of local history as well.  You 
can download the program as a podcast or 

listen on her website at 
http://irvinehistorytoday.blogspot.com. 

We’d be lax if we didn’t share information 
about our own Facebook page.  Search out 
Orange County Historical Society and click 
“Follow” to keep us on your radar screen.

In addition, there’s another public Facebook 
group called Orange County (California) 

History that often has fun vintage photos 
and interesting information.
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