
Ole Hanson happy. Some of the town’s historic 
sites, however, are threatened.

Raad Ghantous became involved in the San Clem-
ente Historical Society in 2003, when he worked 
as an interior designer to restore Casa Romantica 

as a cultural 
and arts center. 
Since then he 
has become an 
important voice 
both in San 
Clemente and 
in efforts to 
promote histor-
ical preserva-
tion throughout 
the county.
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At the next OCHS meeting, San Clemente 
Historical Society president Raad Ghantous 

will discuss the history of the “Spanish Village by 
the Sea” and how heritage tourism can be used to 
save our historic sites. The meeting will be held 
March 10, 7:30 p.m. at Trinity Episcopal Church, 
2400 N. Canal St., in 
Orange. 

San Clemente was 
founded by former Se-
attle mayor Ole Hanson 
in 1925. He required 
all buildings in town 
to reflect a Spanish 
look, with white walls 
and red tile roofs. This 
reflected the Spanish 
Colonial Revival style 
of architecture, made 
popular by the 1915 
Panama-California Ex-
position at San Diego’s 
Balboa Park. San Clemente became a city in 1928, 
but the economic pressures of the Great Depres-
sion brought an end to Hanson’s architectural 
edicts.

This sleepy seaside village drew new attention in 
1969, when President Richard Nixon bought part 
of the H. H. Cotton estate as his “Western White 
House.” Nixon called it “La Casa Pacifica.” He 
vacationed there, entertained world leaders there, 
and retired there after his resignation. 

Today, San Clemente has over 63,522 residents 
and its latest major addition is a bluff-top outlet 
mall, designed in a style that would have made 
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BOARD ANNOUNCEMENTS

ORANGE COUNTIANA 
2016

We are always seeking articles on almost
any aspect of local history for upcoming issues of 
our Orange Countiana Journal. Articles should 
be no more than 5,000 words; footnotes are 
welcome, but not required, and illustrations are 
always a plus.

This year’s deadline is mid-June. For more 
information, contact editor Phil Brigandi at 
ockid@netzero.com

OCHS Needs You!
OCHS is recruiting a new Treasurer. If you 
are interested, please contact Helen Myers 
via email, myomyers@pacbell.net, or by 

phone, 714-309-7639.

Being Treasurer for OCHS is fun and easy.
Training begins in 2016!

Historic site for the June 2016 Banquet
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It is an unfortunate fact that we often find our-
selves living among insects, and those insects 

may be eating our most prized possessions. While 
at first sight they may appear small and harmless, 
certain insects love nothing more than to devour our 
books, letters, and clothing. The insect’s favorites 
are often those artifacts that are of particular histori-
cal value to us. 

Often, it is apparent when a set of insects has found 
a home in our great-grandmothers chest of clothing, 
or the set of family papers. There may be silverfish 
slithering about, a carpet beetle carcass at the base 
of the chest, or white webbed casings made into the 
folds of clothing. Most tragic 
of all is when we find small 
holes in the clothes and paper 
where the insects have found 
their dinner. These are all 
signs that an insect infestation 
is taking place and if we do 
not take action, the infestation 
will continue. 

Our first instinct when pests 
are identified might be to use 
bug bombs or pesticides to 
kill the creatures. That ap-
proach, however, can cause even more harm to the 
artifacts, and residual harm to those who handle the 
artifacts in the future. Using toxic chemicals on or 
near artifacts can alter the chemical makeup of the 
artifact and cause discoloration. The chemicals can 
also remain on the artifacts for a long time, which 
causes future handlers to breathe in toxic fumes. 
The safest, easiest, and most common, alternative to 
fumigants and pesticides is freezing. By subjecting 
the artifacts and their subsequent insects to signifi-
cantly reduced temperatures, the artifacts will be 
unharmed and the insects will no longer be alive to 
create unwanted holes. Keep in mind, though, that 
freezing is only safe for textile and paper materials. 
It is not safe for most furniture, metals and artwork.

In order to ensure that the freezing process is suc-
cessful, a few important steps must be followed. 
The freezer that must be able to maintain a mini-
mum of -5* F and should not have a frost-free 
cycle. This is because any rise in temperature above 
-5* F can result in pest survival. In order to ensure 

that moisture from freezing will not harm the arti-
facts all artifacts should be placed in polyethylene 
bags before being frozen. Zip-top bags or 3 mil-
limeter thick polyethylene sheeting that has been 
tightly taped will work.

Once the artifacts have been bagged, they are 
ready to go into the freezer. Make sure that there is 
enough space surrounding the bags to ensure that 
the frozen air will be able to circulate and bring all 
material down to, and remain at, the desired tem-
perature.  The ideal scenario would be to leave the 
artifacts in the freezer for 48 hours, remove them 
from the freezer (and keep them bagged) for 48 

hours, and then return them back 
to the freezer for 48 hours. This 
will ensure that if the insects go 
into a hibernation stage upon 
freezing, they will be unable to 
go back into hibernation once 
they are subjected to freezing in 
the second 48 hour set. If removal 
is not possible, however, leaving 
the artifacts in the freezer for 6 to 
10 days will also prove success-
ful.

Once the allotted freezing time has 
passed, remove the artifacts from the freezer and 
leave them in the bags for about 24 hours so that 
they can return to room temperature. If there is pest 
residue on or around the artifacts, a very gentle hose 
vacuuming may be necessary. This will keep the 
artifacts clean and help to ensure new pests will not 
return. When you have completed the pest removal 
process, it is wise to keep a well-swept and vacu-
umed surrounding area and to monitor your artifacts 
for additional pest activity. 

For more information, two of the most valuable 
resources for identifying and treating pest prob-
lems are the Integrated Pest Management Work-
ing Group’s website www.museumpests.net and 
the National Parks Service’s Conserve O Gram on 
freezing: http://www.nps.gov/museum/publications/
conserveogram/03-06.pdf. Also feel free to contact 
Curatorial Committee member Ashley Toutain at 
ashleystoutain@gmail.com if you have questions 
about keeping your household treasures pest free.

Silverfish, carpet beetles, clothes moths oh my!

Bookworm damage
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