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How do you bring an iconic, beloved, 1914 
building up to date and up to code while still 

preserving its historical integrity? Senior pastor 
Rev. Timothy Klinkenberg will discuss the incred-
ible restoration and retrofitting of Orange’s St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, at the May 12th, 2016 
meeting of the Orange County Historical Society. 
The meeting will begin at 7:30 p.m. at Trinity 
Episcopal Church, 2400 N. Canal St., in Orange.

St. John’s got its start in the early 1880s. Initially, 
they had 13 members and nine students in their 
school. As Orange and the church grew, St. John’s 
went through a couple of smaller sanctuaries 
before building their current landmark church in 
1914. Today, their congregation has 4,000 mem-
bers, their school has 800 students, and the church 
building itself is on the National Register of His-
toric Places.

But along the way, the 1,100-seat sanctuary has 
gotten a lot of wear and tear, and modern build-
ing codes have passed it by again and again. By 
the church’s 100th birthday, it was clearly time 
for a major overhaul. A combination of old-school 
craftsmanship and the latest technology were 
necessary to improve structural integrity without 
ruining historical integrity. During that process, 
some beautiful, long-forgotten features were even 
uncovered and have once again been incorporated 
into the look of the church.  

The recent work at St. John’s is one of the more 
interesting local restoration and preservation 
stories in recent years, and we hope you’ll join us 
for this educational and entertaining program. 
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Join Us !

St. John’s Restoration

~Rev. Timothy Klinkenberg~

May 12, 2016 | 7:30 pm
  

Trinity Episcopal Church 
2400 N. Canal St. Orange

St John’s under construction, 1913 - Photo courtesy Orange 
Public Library

THE HISTORICAL RESTORATION OF ST. JOHN’S
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BOARD ANNOUNCEMENTS

Historic site for the June 2016 Banquet

Please Send Us Your Email Address

We will be using our member email list more 
frequently for messages about upcoming events, 
announcements, and reminders. This will not 
change what we include in the newsletter, but 
will help us provide you with additional informa-
tion, important updates, and more. About two 
thirds of our members already receive our email 
messages.  

 If you have not been receiving emails from 
OCHS already, please send your email address to 
board member Guy Ball at: 
membership@orangecountyhistory.org. 

He will add you to the list and make sure you 
don’t miss anything we send out.

M e m b e r s h i p  R e n e w a l s

Please check your mailing label.  (Remember 
that our membership year is on a fiscal year 
from July to June.)   If the label notes that your 
membership expires at the end of June 2016, 
please consider renewing early.  Renewing early 
saves us additional work and cost.  You can use 
the form on the last page of the Courier or renew 
online at: http://orange-countyhistory.org/sup-
port-membership.html.    

Members receive our monthly County Courier 
newsletter (September to June) with informa-
tion about scheduled upcoming events, local 
history articles, and more. Your membership 
supports all of our historic projects and is help-
ing to fund the move to our new office and 
archival collection center.  Not to mention 
members get discounts on our Mystery Tour, 
History Hikes, and Annual Dinner.  Thank you!

L i f e  M e m b e r s h i p s

Just a reminder that in July, we’ll be raising our 
life memberships to $500. Becoming a life mem-
ber today for the current $300 means more than 
just never being bothered by another renewal 
notice.  The tax-deductible (to the limit allowed 
by law) donation means that you are making a 
major investment in Orange County history and 
your support of the society is encased in cement.  
If you are interested, please renew in the next 
two months (by June 30th).  You can use the 
form in this newsletter or pay online at:
http://orangecountyhistory.org/support-
membership.html.
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the “enemy” we face.)  To that end, we purchased a 
deep freezer and almost everything in our collection 
is going through a multi-stage freeze process to get 
rid of them. The result will be a collection that gen-
erations who follow will enjoy intact and bug-free.

There still is a lot to be done but we expect to hold 
an open house in June or July to invite our members 
and friends to see our new home. If you would like to 
volunteer your time to assist in our future activities, 
please contact our Curatorial Committee at: 
info@orangecountyhistorian.org (or leave a 
message on our OCHS phone, (714) 543-8282. 

In addition, if you would like to help defray some 
of the expenses and archival supplies for this large 
effort, please consider sending a special donation 
marked “New Archive Donation” to our P.O. Box    

(we are working to set up our website for online dona-
tions as well, and it might be available by the time you 
read this).

Call for Nominations: Board of Directors

The Orange County Historical Society’s nominat-
ing committee welcomes nominations of individuals 
for the Board of Directors elections. The Society is 
governed by a thirteen-member Board. Directors are 
elected by the membership to three-year terms. 

Directors generally meet ten times a year, from Sep-
tember through June, during which time they set 
policies and oversee operations of the organization. 
The directors annually elect the Society’s officers. In 
addition, each director usually heads one of the   
Society’s committees such as membership, preser-
vation, publications, website, marketing, activities, 
historian, and curator. 
   
Please consider serving on the Board of Directors. 
Candidates should be current members of the Society. 
If you are interested or if you have a recommenda-
tion of an individual, please contact Lynne Yauger:          
(lyauger@msn.com) by Friday, May 13, 2016.  

Thank you for your consideration.  

Orange County Historical Society’s  New Archives and Office

The OCHS Board is proud to announce that we are 
close to opening our new office and archival collec-

tion center at the Heritage Museum of Orange County, 
centrally located in Santa Ana. After two years of search-
ing, we found a perfect location at the Heritage Museum. 
For the last few months, board members and volunteers 
have been preparing the space and our collection as it is 
being moved from our current storage location.

The 615 sq. ft. space allows us to have a central 
office to call our own and provides us the room we need 
to store, protect, and provide access to our 
collection of Orange County historical materials.  From 
there we will be able to digitize and catalog more of the 
collection into our master database. In addition, our large 
collections of historical books, periodicals, and books for 
sale will be kept in an optimal environment for archi-
val materials. We even expect to have a small gift shop 
which can be open during Heritage Museum events!

One of the big benefits of having our office at the Heri-
tage Museum is having a larger presence to promote the 
Society at the various events held by the Museum. We 
will be able to share our collection directly with the 
public – something we have not been able to do for 
many, many years.

This move is a complex undertaking. Materials from our 
storage locker require an extensive extermination of 
hidden insects that might end up eating or otherwise 
damaging our collection. (If you read Ashley Toutain’s 
article in the March 2016 County Courier, you’ll know 

Volunteers (left to right) Lynne Yauger, Steve Iverson, Kathie Schey, 
Helen and Lonnie Myers and Kevin Cabrera help OCHS move into its 
new digs.



NON PROFIT ORG 
U. S. POSTAGE

PAID
FULLERTON CA
PERMIT NO 818

O C H S  M E M B E R S H I P  F O R M          May 2016

NAME/S  _________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________

ADDRESS __________________________________________________

CITY ___________________________STATE, ZIP ________________

PHONE________________________

E MAIL  ________________________________________________ 

                                     -Send meeting and special event notices to my e mail.      

Oral History Project 	 $_____________

AMT ENCLOSED  	 $_____________

Please make check payable to OCHS
MAIL TO:   		  OCHS  c/o Kathy Pacaud
			    1011 North Cypress
			    La Habra CA  90631

Studentsw with ID   		  $20.00

Seniors (65+)			   $20.00

Individuals			   $30.00

Family (at same address)	 $45.00

Institutionsw  			   $50.00

Sponsors			   $60.00

Patrons				   $100.00

Corporate/Companiesw 		 $200.00

Life Member			   $300.00

If you join after the 20th day of the month 
your newsletter will  arrive in 6 weeks 

wNON-VOTING MEMBER

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED




