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The OCHS Annual Dinner is always worth signing up for, and this year 
– with another historic venue, a great speaker and a curiosity-piquing 

subject – is no exception! Join us on Friday, June 10th, as award-winning 
local journalist Jim Washburn introduces us into the weird, little-known 
history of The Counterculture in Orange County. The event will be held 
in the Historic Friends Church (1888) in El Modena, which is now part of 
Moreno’s Restaurant, 4328 E. Chapman Ave., Orange. 

The evening will begin with a social hour and silent auction at 5:00 p.m., 
followed by a Mexican buffet dinner at 6:00 p.m., our main program at 7:00 p.m., and auction results 
at 8:00 p.m. 

Use the registration form inside this newsletter, or the event registration form on our website 
(OrangeCountyHistory.org) to reserve a seat, or two, or more! This dinner event is open to OCHS 
members and non-members alike, so bring your friends. 

For more information, email ochsdinner@gmail.com or call (714) 543-8282, or use the flyer insert 
inside this newsletter. Confirmations will be made via email, man.
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Make the Scene, Daddy-O!

The Counterculture in Orange County

~Jim Washburn~

June 10, 2016 | 7:30 pm
  

The Historic Friends Church 
Moreno’s Restaurant

4328 E. Chapman Ave. | Orange

Annual Dinner: The Counterculture in Orange County
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BOARD ANNOUNCEMENTS

MEMORIALS TO ANDY DENEAU AND 
OPAL KISSINGER

It is with great sadness that we report the loss 
of two members of the Orange County histori-
cal community these past few months. Andy 
Deneau, co-founder of the Anaheim Historical 
Society (among many of his volunteer positions), 
and Opal Kissinger, probably best known as Ana-
heim’s Local History Curator for the Anaheim 
Public Library. 

To access the tributes, prepared by Jane Newell, 
Heritage Services Manager at the Anaheim Heri-
tage Center @ The Muzeo, please follow this link: 
http://tinyurl.com/ochs-ack.

WELCOME NEW LIFE MEMBERS

We’d like to welcome the following new Life Members. 
Some are long-time supporters and one is a brand new 
member.  Thank you for your support!

•	 Brent Ferdig
•	 Stephen Nickey
•	 Dwight Odle
•	 Carlos Olvera
•	 Paul and Janet Tonkovich

Just a reminder that the current lifetime member 
donation is $300, but on July 1, we’ll be raising 
it to $500 to bring it in line with our current costs 
and other membership rates. In addition, the senior 
membership rate will be raised July 1 from $20 to $25. 
Renewing early will retain that lower rate. You can use 
the form on the back pages of this newsletter or pay 
online at http://www.orangecountyhistory.org/
support-membership.html.

If you have any questions, please contact our 
membership chairman, Guy Ball, at 
membership@orangecountyhistory.org

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME

The mailing label on this newsletter indicates when 
your membership dues expire.  Please help us reduce 
the renewal letters we’ll be sending out soon by renew-
ing now either by using the form on the last page of the 
Courier or by renewing online at http://www.or-
angecountyhistory.org/support-membership.
html.

This has been an exciting year for the Society as we 
move into a new office at the Heritage Museum which 
will let us to open up our collection and perform more 
research on OC history. Your membership has allowed 
us to do that and your financial support is needed even 
more than ever to help defray these new expenses.  (If 
you can give a little extra this year, it would be even 
more appreciated!)

And of course, members receive our monthly County 
Courier newsletter (September to June) with informa-
tion about upcoming events and more. Members also 
receive discounts to our events (including our first-ever 
History Mystery Tour) as well as a copy of our annual 
Orange Countiana historical journal.

Thanks in advance for your continued support!
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It happens embarrassingly too many times. I go into 
Google and type these words: “Orange County histo-
ry,” or “Orange County parks,” and I get a list of what 
sounds like great information, and great options. But 
the photos seem strangely amiss.  Like I’ve landed on 
another planet, and then I see a phone number, and 
an unfamiliar area code. Then, like the V-8 commer-
cial, DUH. I’ve landed in Orange County, 
CALIFORNIA.

Now, while I would love to be there most days (mostly 
during New York winters), I’m very content in this 
part of the country. I also have to remember that I 
need to change my search to Orange County, NEW 
YORK. As the Assistant to the County Historian, I 
should know better. But since we are on the subject 

of two Orange Counties in this great country -- and a third in Florida, and maybe one in other place – I am 
particularly fond of Orange County, NY.    

I get chills when I think about the courage at Fort Montgomery during the Revolutionary War, and how we 
can walk where General George Washington walked as he headquartered in Newburgh.  How we can view 
the video remembrances of our Veterans at the Purple Heart Museum in New Windsor and tour the majestic 
buildings of the military academy at West Point.  But, we’re more than just military history; we are dairy 
farms and onion fields, inventors of cheese, and enjoy stunning mountain vistas. We have a 15-mile paved 
bike and walking trail that pass through many of our towns, and conveniently, a few ice cream stands! We 
have Goshen, NY, where Harness Racing began, and we have Woodbury Common – an internationally re-
nowned shopping destination. And, honestly, there are times when I can drive from one town to another and 
not pass one traffic light. We’re still a bit rustic, but since we’re just 90 minutes from New York City, we’ve 
still very savvy.

So, have a good day all you Orange County, Californians. See you in my next Google search. And for those 
who would like to learn additional information, the History of Orange County, New York can be found online 
here: https://archive.org/details/historyoforangec00head. 

ORANGE COUNTY! PLEASE MEET ORANGE COUNTY!

It is not unusual that in any given month, we receive numerous emails and telephone calls from people looking 
for information about Orange County history. Moreover, there are usually a fair number of those looking to re-
new their membership, hoping to find an obituary, or make a donation of items. However, amidst these emails 
are those who have bumped into us accidentally, that is, those who are looking for information about the old 
silk mills or to learn who bought land in the Cheesecocks. 

You see, in addition to our own Orange County, there are seven other states that claim an Orange County, as 
well:  Florida, Indiana, New York, North Carolina, Texas, Vermont, and Virginia. It’s not surprising, then, that 
search engines pull up our website when one might actually be looking for the Orange County Historical Soci-
ety in, say, Virginia. 

For the past several months, we have had a rash of inquiries destined for Orange County, New York, and in 
forwarding emails to them, we came up with the idea that we could provide our readers with a small exchange 
of sorts, that is, they would write about their Orange County for our members and we would write about ours 
for theirs.

What follows is a short description of Orange County New York, written by M.J. Goff, assistant to the Orange 
County, NEW YORK historian. (And, yes, the state of New York requires every municipality to have an histo-
rian. This means every village, every town, every city, every county, and, of course, at the state level.) 

Photo courtesy of OC Historian Johanna Yaun
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The Orange County Historical Society will hold its 
Annual Election of new and returning members 
to the Board of Directors in June. All members in 
good standing of the Society are eligible to vote. 

Balloting will take place in person at the annual 
dinner, June 10, 2016.  

Those included in the slate are:  

Kevin Cabrera

The past year has been a tremendous learning expe-
rience for me as a Director of the Board. I have had 
the opportunity to work with great colleagues who 
are passionate about Orange County and the rich 
history our county possesses. I feel that this past 
year has allowed me to take on an additional role in 
seeking a home for OCHS archives. After countless 
hours of working with colleagues, we are happy to 
have found a new home, work space, office, and 
research area for our archives. I hope to continue 
serving on the Board of Directors as the Orangy 
County Historical Society continues to grow.

Stephanie George

Stephanie George is the Special Collections & 
Archives Librarian at Chapman University.  In 
addition to her duties in managing the archives, 
she’s the current secretary for the Orange County 
Historical Society and on the board of the statewide 
organization, California Council for the Promotion 
of History.  

I’m pleased to continue my service to the Histori-
cal Society.  Since joining the board six years ago, 
I’ve worked as the secretary, but have contributed 
to developing our strategic plan, written articles for 
the newsletter, and worked on the website,  nomi-
nation, and history hike committees, in addition to 
presentations, and planning and organizing other 
special activities.  I’m grateful to be a part of an ac-
tive organization centered on the preservation and 
dissemination of quality Orange County history. 

 
Monica Ortez

Monica is a current OCHS board member and Ac-
tivities Coordinator responsible for field trips and 
the annual banquet. She has published in Orange 
Countiana, and was the co-author of Mexican 
American Baseball in the San Fernando Valley, 
Orange County chapter, by Arcadia Publishing 
2015. She is also a public historian and docent at 
Founder’s Park: Woelke-Stoffel House, Anaheim. 
Her family has lived in Orange County since 1880.

Kathie Schey

Kathie Schey holds a master’s degree in U.S. 
History. Primarily focusing on the social and legal 
history of the nineteenth century American West, 
she has won numerous awards and two visiting 
research fellowships for her work. In addition to 
serving on the Board of the OCHS, she is also a 
member of the Historic Resources Board and the 
Design Review Board of the City of Huntington 
Beach and also volunteers as the city’s historical 
archivist.  A transplanted Canadian, she consid-
ers the history of Orange County to be absolutely 
as wonderful as the privilege is of living here and 
would like to serve again on the OCHS board.

Members of the Orange County Historical Society 
may nominate additional candidates as specified in 
the Bylaws of the Society: 

“To be nominated for election to the Board, a con-
senting member shall either be put on the slate by 
the Nominating Committee, or be nominated from 
the floor during the annual election meeting by a 
current member of the Society. Written consent of 
the proposed candidate is required if the candidate 
is not present.”

The results of the election will be announced at the 
annual membership meeting of the Orange County 
Historical Society on June 10, 2016. 

Notice of Election for the Board of Directors of the Orange County Historical Society


