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Season Kick-Off Program
WINE IN ORANGE COUNTY

Wine’s storied path from the Old World to California
and the historic and modern wine industries in Orange
County will be the subject of the Orange County
Historical Society’s season kick-off program, Sept. 8,
2016, at Sherman Library & Gardens, 2647 E. Coast
Highway, in Corona del Mar. Longtime OCHS board
member Don Dobmeier and Historic Parks Manager, Sue
Mclntire will regale us with tales of the grape and vine.
A social hour and optional potluck of appetizers and des-
serts will begin at 6:30 p.m., followed by the program at
7:30 p.m. The event is open to the public.

ANAHEIM’S ORIGINS

By: Chris Jepsen

Angels, ducks and giant mice with red pants are all
relative newcomers to Anaheim, Orange County’s first
incorporated city and one of California’s first “planned
communities.” Anaheim began when Los Angeles vint-
ner John Frohling and his San Francisco distributor,
Charles Kohler, needed a more reliable supply of wine to
sell. The two men, along with fellow German immigrant
and wine dealer Otto Weyse and Austrian-born surveyor
and civil engineer George Hansen, imagined a new coop-
erative vineyard colony in Southern California. In 1857,
they gathered a larger group of mostly German immi-
grants in San Francisco, incorporated as the Los Angeles
Vineyard Society, and sent Hansen to find appropriate
land.

The Society purchased 1,165 acres of Juan Pacifico
Ontiveros’ old Rancho San Juan Cajon de Santa Ana for
two dollars an acre, and they voted to name the colony
Anaheim. “Heim” means home in German, and “Ana”
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Young Winery, on El Camino Real near Santa Ana, circa 1896

Join Us !
Wine and Orange County
- Sue McIntire and Don Dobmeier -
September 8, 2016
Potluck at 6:30

Program at 7:30

Sherman Library & Gardens
2647 E. Coast Highway
Corona del Mar

was a reference to their primary water source, the Santa
Ana River. It would be the Germans’ new “Home on the
Ana.” The Spanish-speaking locals simply called it Cam-
po Alemén — The German Camp.

Continued on next page
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Before the first colonists arrived in 1.85.9, Hansen pre- Orange Countiana 2016
pared the land for them. He planned an irrigation system,

_ : . Coming your Way
which brought water down from the river, and he laid out
the town along the angle of the main ditch. To this day, the The 2016 edition of Orange Countiana will be
heart of Anaheim still has this cockeyed orientation. Han- ready in time for our November meeting. It includes
sen divided the land into town lots and vineyard lots — all two articles on the Juan Flores bandit raid on San Juan
within the boundaries of North, South, East and West Capistrano in 1857 —a fresh account by historian Paul

Spitzzeri (our guest speaker this past February), and a
rare eye-witness account, first published by the Orange
County Historical Society in 1939. There’s also an

streets. He also oversaw the planting of 400,000 vines, as
well as some fruit trees. Additionally, he planted willows

all around the town’s perimeter, creating a living fence to article on Rudy Boysen and the development of the
keep out roaming animals. The “gates” on each side of Boysenberry that is already drawing interest, and sto-
town became landmarks. ries from Brea, Anaheim, and even the forgotten City
of Orangethorpe.
All members receive a free copy of Orange
r' West Center St. (now Lincoln Ave.), Countiana every year. They will be distributed at our
Downtown Anaheim, 1873. (Photo November and December meetings, then the rest

courtesy Anaheim Heritage Center.) mailed after the first of the year. Why not come to one

of those meetings and save us the postage? (and learn
a little more about Orange County history, too).

A post office opened in 1861 and a school district was
formed in 1867. Each vineyard owner had a share of the
Anaheim Water Company, which owned the irrigation sys-
tem and the streets.

In 1864 the colonists established Orange County’s first e e R &
commercial port, Anaheim Landing, at Alamitos Bay. This l
provided not only a good way to receive goods (at a time

when no railroads reached the area), but also an easier way
to export wine. After a flood, the landing was moved in business thrived until 1884, when a mysterious disease
1867 to what’s still known as Anaheim Bay in Seal Beach. ~ began destroying the vines. What was called “the Ana-

Orange County’s first newspaper, the Anaheim Gazette, heim disease” is now known as Pierce's Disease — a bac-
teria spread by insects. With no cure discovered, the vine-

yards were decimated within a few years and the local

Bottling wine at the Bullard Winery, Anaheim, circa 1885.
(Photo courtesy Anaheim Heritage Center.)

was first printed in 1870 on an old press that had “come

around the Horn” via sailing ship and had previously been

used to print the pioneer Los Angeles Star economy was forced to diversify into such industries as
walnuts, citrus, leather tanning, fruit drying, milling, and

Anaheim incorporated in 1870, disincorporated in 1872, i ) )
beer brewing. Anaheim never really stopped growing,

decided to become a city again in 1876, and finally incor- 0 ]
and today Orange County's first city is also its most popu-

porated permanently in 1878 by act of the State Legisla- 7
lous and second largest in size.

ture.

Anaheim’s wine sold well from coast to coast and (This article originally appeared in the County of Orange’s
County Connection newsletter, Sept. 2015.)
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New OCHS Board Appointments
2016-2019

You like us! You really like us! Perhaps some of
you remember Sally Field exclaiming her joy in
winning her second Oscar, but we understand her
sentiment.

During our June meeting, membership at the
annual dinner overwhelmingly voted for the pro-
posed slate of returning candidates, Kevin Cabrera,
Stephanie George, Monica Ortez, and Kathie Schey,
whose past participation in the historical society has
been invaluable. Our returning board members were
elected to a three-year term which will end in 2019.
Alas, we must also say goodbye to one of our
longstanding board members, Don Dobmeier,

who has greatly contributed to the success of the his-
torical society during the several decades he’s been on
the board. In addition, after serving on the board for
two years, Manny Escamilla has resigned, owing to
his new job in the City Manager’s office at the City of
Santa Ana. It is with immense gratitude that we wish
them the best in their new pursuits.

If you’ve considered getting more involved in the
leadership of the Orange County Historical Society,
please contact President Chris Jepsen at
cjepsen@socal.rr.com.

Still a Member?
Check Your Mailing Label

If the top line of your newsletter’s mailing label
says “Last Issue — Renew Now,” your OCHS
membership has expired and you are holding your
last issue.

Please don’t let that happen. Renew with the
membership form on the back cover or pay online
at www.OrangeCountyHistory.org and select
“Become a Member.”

(Note: If you recently paid your dues, you don’t need
to worry. Your label will be updated by the next
issue. If you have any questions, please email Guy
at membership@orangecountyhistory.org)

ORANGE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Board of Directors

President Chris Jepsen

Vice President Kevin Cabrera

Rec. Secretary Stephanie George

Treasurer Helen Myers
Guy Ball Monica Ortez
Phil Chinn Kathie Schey
Ashley Toutain Lynne Yauger

For a complete list of standing committees go to:
http://www.orangecountyhistory.org/about-board

OCHS Phone 714 543 8282

Mailing Address: PO Box 10984 |Santa Ana, CA 92711

Web site: www.orangecountyhistory.org

CONTACTS
info@orangecountyhistory.org
webmaster@orangecountyhistory.org
historian(@orangecountyhistory.org
membership@orangecountyhistory.org
newsletter@orangecountyhistory.org
photographs@orangecountyhistory.org
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Report on Activities
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The History Mystery Tour was on Saturday, May
14, 2016, leaving the Trinity Episcopal Church in
Orange at 9:00 am and headed south to San Juan
Capistrano. (SJC)

located in the heart of SJC. We were greeted by our

. Acjachemen docent Domingo Balardes who gave us

the historical background of the land around the ado-
be, private tour of the adobe, and all it’s wonderful
California Indian artifacts. We had a catered box
lunch outdoors on the grounds of the adobe
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History Mystery Tour: A local Indian boat made of reeds, at the Blas-Aguilar Museum

Between our departure and first stop, Chris Jepsen
(OCHS President) talked about Orange County his-
torical points of interest. We arrived in SJC and the
surprise on attendee’s faces was priceless, as our first
stop on the History Mystery Tour was a commercial
building parking lot. What was so historical about a
parking lot they probably wondered? It was the en-
trance to our first stop on the tour which was the Old

San Juan Capistrano Cemetery not open to the public.

We were met by our host docent Jerry Nieblas. Jerry
gave a talk about the cemetery dating back to the
1830’s, and also about old SJC families, Native
Americans, and Veterans who are buried there. Our
next stop on the tour was the Blas Aguilar Adobe

accompanied by some great live blue grass music in
the adjacent park. After lunch we all walked with
Jerry to the Los Rios District and visited the Mon-
tanez Adobe for a private tour with guest docent Ilse
Byrnes. We then headed up Los Rios Street to the
SJC Historical Society house and grounds that had an
added bonus of an exhibition about clothing from the
1880s. Our tour bus met us at the SJC train station
depot area were we all boarded the bus to our last des-
tination, Lobo Lodge in San Clemente. Lobo Lodge is
a small Native American museum that covers 7
geographical areas of the U.S. and is situated on the
campus of Clarence Lobo Elementary School. The
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school is named after an Ajachemen Chief, and is run
by the CUSD American Indian Education Program.
Dr. Kogee Thomas (Muskogee Creek/Seminole) was
our host docent. She gave the history of Lobo Lodge
and explained that most of the artifacts in the muse-
um were a collection from her family. We sang a tra-
ditional California Indian song and our docent did
storytelling. We arrived back to Orange about 4:30
p.m. historically enriched, and wondering where the
2017 History Mystery Tour will take us.

The 2016 OCHS Annual Dinner was held at
Moreno’s Mexican Restaurant in Orange on Friday,
June 10" in their historic Quaker Church banquet fa-
cility that was completed in 1887. Social hour and
the fundraising silent auction of wonderful gift items
began at 5:00 p.m. At 5:30 p.m., Phil Brigandi gave a
short informative speech about the history of E1 Mo-
dena and the Quaker Church at Moreno’s. The table
center pieces were brightly colored handmade paper
flowers, reflecting the Mexican theme of Moreno’s
and the “Flower Power” of the 1960s. Dinner was a
delicious Mexican buffet. Our featured speaker, long-
time local journalist and musician Jim Washburn,
gave a witty, colorfully-illustrated presentation about
the history of Counter Culture movements in Orange
County. The evening concluded with dessert and an-
nouncement of silent auction winners. OCHS raised
over $1,300.00 dollars from auction items and cash
donations. A PERSONAL THANK YOU GOES
OUT FROM ME TO: those who donated and/or
purchased auction items or who donated cash to the
Society. My thanks also to Kathy Schey for being my
cohort, to Jim Washburn, to Lynne Yauger, to Helen
Myers, and to all the OCHS members and guests who
made the evening such a wonderful success.

-Activities Coordinator Monica Ortez
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Open Houseﬁ

We held our Open House for our new Office/
Archives during the Heritage Museum of Orange
County’s From Dinosaurs to People event in July. We
had a great turnout of visitors. Many stopped by to see
the new space, purchase books, pick up our new
bookmarks and ask research questions.

We are certainly happy to have access to our
collections again and look forward to getting those
collections organized.

Visitors to our Open House take a look at our space and Phil

Brigandi peruses our photo collection.
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Students ¢ with ID $20.00
Seniors (65+) $25.00
Individuals $30.00
Family (at same address) $45.00
Institutions ¢ $50.00
Sponsors $60.00
Patrons $100.00
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Your newsletter will arrive in 6 weeks
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D -Send meeting and special event notices to my email.

Oral History Project $

AMT ENCLOSED $

Please make check payable to OCHS

OCHS c/o Kathy Pacaud
1011 North Cypress

La Habra CA 90631
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