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Join Us ! 

Costa Mesa, Coming of Age:  
1940-2003 

~ Art Goddard ~ 

October 13, 2016 | 7:30 pm  

Trinity Episcopal Church 
2400 N. Canal St. Orange 

Costa Mesa, Coming of Age: 1940-2003 

     Author Art Goddard will discuss Costa Mesa’s 

most dynamic period – from 1940 into the 2000s – at 

the Oct. 13th, 2016 meeting of the Orange County 

Historical Society. The program will begin at 7:30 

p.m. at Trinity Episcopal Church, 2400 N. Canal St., 

in Orange. This event is open to the public at no 

charge. 

 

Costa Mesa Historical Society’s latest book co-authored by  

Art Goddard and Mary Ellen Goddard. 

redevelopment, county bankruptcy, and traffic.            

     While navigating these challenges, Costa Mesa 

emerged with its own brand of Southern California 

cityhood.  Located at the confluence of three  

freeways and nearby John Wayne-Orange County  

Airport, Costa Mesa faces the future at the center of 

the South Coast Metro complex. 

     Our speaker is Art Goddard, who with his wife 

Mary Ellen Goddard co-authored the Costa Mesa 

Historical Society's latest book, Costa Mesa: 1940-

2003. Art is a retired aerospace executive known for 

entertaining and informative presentations on Costa 

Mesa history and for leading the Costa Mesa  

Historical Society's foray into digital preservation 

and cataloging. 

     The Costa Mesa Historical Society is an all-

volunteer organization formed in 1966 to operate 

the restored Diego Sepulveda Adobe as a museum.  

Today, the Society operates two museums, a  

research library and archive.  The Society actively 

reaches out to the public via monthly programs and 

annual events such as Early California Days. 

     Once known for its row crops and Santa Ana Army 

Air Base, Costa Mesa has, in a relatively short period 

of time, become home to the O.C. Fairgrounds, South 

Coast Plaza, Orange Coast College, the O.C. Perform-

ing Arts Center, Vanguard University, the Pacific 

Symphony, South Coast Repertory Theater, the  

Segerstrom Center for the Arts, about 112,000  

residents, and much, much more.  

     Perhaps no one could have foreseen the amazing 

transformation of Costa Mesa from an unincorporated 

village along Newport Boulevard to today's bustling 

"City of the Arts". Together with other Orange Coun-

ty cities, Costa Mesa experienced explosive growth,  

http://www.orangecountyhistory.org
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     Their names may not be listed every month in our 
newsletter, but there are many people who work behind 

the scenes to make the historical society operate as 

smoothly as it does.  It is only right that we recognize 

them and thank them for their time in contributing to the 
many “moving parts” that are not always visible, but  

certainly necessary.   

     Although Phil Brigandi has never been on the board, 
he has always been available to answer history questions, 

sit on committees, and, since we reactivated Orange 

Countiana, he has been the editor of our annual journal. It 
is not simply editing the journal, though. The Orange 

Countiana involves completing the layout, working with 

the printer, and working in conjunction with the board to 

assure that the journal is ready for you every November.  
     Patricia Prestinary rolled off the board a few years 

ago, but she agreed to continue working as the editor of 

our monthly newsletter, Orange County Courier. Much 
like the editor of Orange Countiana, editing the  

newsletter includes so much more than editing the articles.  

In addition to wrangling articles from committees, she is 
responsible for the layout, coordinating with the printer, 

and with other board members to make sure that the  

newsletter arrives in your mailbox in a timely manner.  

     Betsy Vigus is another former board member who  
cannot quite get away.  For the several years, she has been 

managing photograph services. It is not unusual to receive 

requests for photographs owned by the Historical Society 
for many reasons, often for commercial use. Betsy scans 

the requested images and negotiates the use agreements 

on our behalf, something that we have never worried 

about because we know Betsy is in control.   
     Working more than 3,000 miles away, Evan Haynes is 

another former board member who continues to volunteer 

his work since he moved to the East Coast.  Managing our 
webpage, he has been responsible for making updates, so 

that we can bring you the latest news about our goings on.  

Keeping the website current and accurate is an invaluable 
service to the membership.  

     Kathy Pacaud is a wiz with an Access database and 

her role, in conjunction with membership, is maintaining 

all of the contact information of our members.  Without 
her help, managing the multiple levels of membership of 

individuals, families, and institutions would be difficult.   

     Harriet Friis, another former board member,  
continues to facilitate the use of Trinity Episcopal 

Church’s community hall on our behalf for our board and  

A Big Thank You  
to Those Behind the Scenes 

general meetings.  She negotiated our monthly rent and 

is often the first one to arrive and last one to leave, since 

she is the keeper of the key.  We are lucky that she  

continues to act as the intermediary between the board 

and the church.   

     We would like to offer a heartfelt thank you to all those 
who renewed for another year of supporting the OCHS. 

Your membership helps fund our general meetings with 

special speakers on local Orange County history, our  

various History Mystery and walking tours, our annual  
Orange Countiana journal, our various projects and other 

efforts, and, of course, our brand new office/archives. 

     From all of us who dedicate so much time and effort 
towards creating and hosting those projects, we appreciate 

your continued support to these efforts and to the  

preservation of our local Orange County history. 

A Big Thank You  
to Renewing Members 

     Josh McIntosh, another former board member, never 
fails to help us promote our activities on Facebook,  

especially to the many groups of which he is a member.  

Giving us that kind of publicity and outreach is very 

much appreciated and can attract  different groups of  
people we may not know about.  

     Steve Iverson has been a constant volunteer whenever 

we have needed a hand, whether it has been a call to  
manage our table at LA as Subject’s Archives Bazaar or 

to help us move boxes to our new location.  Not only is 

he a life member of the OCHS, he has always been   
available to help whenever there is something to do.   

     For all of these volunteers – as well as our board  

members who are always working toward the good of the  

society – we salute you and say,  

“THANK YOU for your service.”   
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BOARD ANNOUNCEMENTS 

21 New Life Members 

     Since we last posted our list in April, we have  

added another 21 lifetime members of the Orange 

County Historical Society!   

     We thank them all for their generous extra level of 

support and commitment to OCHS. They are... 

ARE YOU ON OUR EMAIL LIST? 
     Once or twice a month, we send out an email to 

remind you of our next general meeting or special 

event.  If you have not been receiving the notice, 

please consider signing up online. Go to 

www.orangecountyhistory.org and click the “Sign Up 

for Event Update” box. You can also send an email to 

Guy Ball at membership@orangecountyhistory.org.   

We use the email list to let you know of last-minute 

changes/notices and membership renewals. (If you 

are on the list and do not want to be, please email 

Guy and he will remove you.)  

     And to reassure you, your email information is not 

shared with any other group. We pinky-pledge! 

ORANGE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Board of Directors 

 

President                                      Chris Jepsen 

Vice President                              Kevin Cabrera 

Rec. Secretary                              Stephanie George 

Treasurer                                      Helen Myers 

 

Guy Ball                                       Monica Ortez 

Phil Chinn                                     Kathie Schey 

Ashley Toutain         Lynne Yauger 

 

For a complete list of standing committees go to: 

http://www.orangecountyhistory.org/about-board 

 

OCHS Phone                             714 543 8282 

 
Mailing Address: PO Box 10984 |Santa Ana, CA 92711 

 

Web site: www.orangecountyhistory.org 

 

CONTACTS 

info@orangecountyhistory.org 

webmaster@orangecountyhistory.org 

historian@orangecountyhistory.org 

membership@orangecountyhistory.org 

newsletter@orangecountyhistory.org 

photographs@orangecountyhistory.org 

 

 David Ahern 

 Charles Beal 

 Seymour Beek 

 John Canas 

 Kathy Couture 

 Brent Ferdig 

 Jacque Gates 

 Jennifer Guthrie 

 Marilyn Harris 

 Alan Lawson 

 Kenneth Leavens 

 Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Maag 

 Bob Minty 

 Steve Nickey 

 Dwight Odle 

 Carlos Olvera 

 Kathie Schey 

 Max Schmidl 

 Gai Spickard  

 Paul and Janet Tonkovich 

 Yvonne Wilson 

http://www.orangecountyhistory.org/
mailto:membership@orangecountyhistory.org
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

   Students with ID $20.00 

   Seniors (65+) $25.00 

   Individuals  $30.00 

   Family (at same address) $45.00 

   Institutions $50.00 

   Sponsors $60.00 

   Patrons $100.00 

   Corporate/Companies $200.00 

   Life Member $500.00 

   If you join after the 20th day of the month 

   Your newsletter will arrive in 6 weeks 

 

   NON-VOTING MEMBER 

OCHS MEMBERSHIP FORM            October 2016 

 

NAME/S _____________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

ADDRESS ____________________________________ 

CITY_________________ STATE, ZIP_______________ 

PHONE __________________ 

E MAIL ____________________________________ 
 
-Send meeting and special event notices to my email.  
 

 
  Oral History Project      $__________ 
 
  AMT ENCLOSED             $__________      
 
 
  Please make check payable to OCHS 
  MAIL TO: OCHS c/o Kathy Pacaud 
 1011 North Cypress 
 La Habra CA 90631             


