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Join Us ! 

Garden Grove:  
“The Big Strawberry” 

 
~ Jim Tortolano~ 

November 10, 2016 | 7:30 pm  

Trinity Episcopal Church 
2400 N. Canal St. Orange 

Garden Grove: “The Big Strawberry” 

     Author Jim Tortolano will discuss the colorful 

history of Garden Grove at the next meeting of the 

Orange County Historical Society, Nov. 10, 2015, 

7:30 p.m at Trinity Episcopal Church, 2400 N.  

Canal St., in Orange. Tortolano’s book, Garden 

Grove: A History of the Big Strawberry, was  

published in 2015. 

     Pioneers began settling the Garden Grove area in 

the late 1860s – the era when the ranchos were 

breaking up and parcels of land were being sold to 

farmers and developers alike. In 1876, Alonzo  

Gerry Cook laid out the small crossroads townsite 

of Garden Grove – a name first applied a year  

earlier to the local school district. This section of 

the Santa Ana Valley was largely barren land, with 

barely a tree to its name, much less a garden. But 

Cook was determined that through hard work the 

town would soon live up to its name. And indeed, it 

would.  

     Over the decades, the community would reinvent 

itself numerous times, adapting to changes in  

 

 

agriculture and population, decline and development, 

disaster and triumph. When the railroad arrived in 

1905, the population doubled. The town flourished as 

an agricultural hub thanks to the bounties of oranges, 

walnuts, chili peppers and the crop that earned the 

city’s nickname—the strawberry.  

     The resilient little town bounced back after  

extensive damage in both the Long Beach earthquake 

of 1933 and the flood of 1938. During the post-WWII 

years, Garden Grove was among the fastest growing 

communities in America, and it finally incorporated 

as a city in 1956. Today, the city has a diverse  

population of over 170,883. 

     Our speaker, Jim Tortolano, is a Garden Grove  

resident and veteran journalist, who has worked at the 

Long Beach Press-Telegram, Orange County Evening 

News and Los Angeles Times in editing and reporting 

jobs, and served as editor and co-owner of Garden 

Grove Journal for 30 years. He is currently a  

professor of journalism at Golden West College, and 

was previously a military reservist and television 

sports broadcaster.  

http://www.orangecountyhistory.org
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We Need Your Help 

     After many years in storage, access to our        

wonderful archives including photographs, books, 

ephemera and much more has blossomed from dream 

into reality.  As we continue to unpack and organize, 

we know all our members will find something there 

to interest them! Whether you are interested in the 

history of a particular community, family, period, 

business or type of agriculture, you can look forward 

to learning more at our new archives location at the 

Heritage Museum of Orange County in Santa Ana. 

     This rich resource joins the wonderful meetings, 

speakers, outings, scholarships and publications on 

the list of great things our Society offers in an effort 

to share the history of Orange County. Your member-

ship dues are a valuable source of support.  However, 

archival storage materials and other location costs are 

required to preserve our collections and make them 

accessible to members, students and other scholars 

alike.  Please consider donating to help meet these 

challenges. Donations are deductible to the extent  

allowed by law and  many companies match the  

financial gifts of employees and retirees. For more 

information, please contact Kathie Schey at  

iamalmira@hotmail.com or Helen Myers at  

mymyers@pacbell.net. Every bit helps and we are 

truly grateful for your support! 

               On October 15, the OCHS proudly           

participated in the annual Los Angeles Archives    

Bazaar at USC, sponsored by the University and “LA 

as Subject”. Together with several hundred other 

members of this group, including museums, archives 

and other cultural institutions like ourselves, this free 

program welcomes over 1000 visitors each year to 

discuss and display our region’s history. From 9 to 5, 

Lynne Yauger and Kathie Schey shared information 

about our county, our society and our new archives! 

We hope to see more of you there next year! Even 

better, consider volunteering at events like this. It is a 

fun and rewarding way to help “spread the word” 

about the Orange County Historical Society. 

2016 Archives Bazaar 

Kathie Schey and Lynne 

Yauger share the stories of 

Orange County at the 2016 

Archives Bazaar. 

mailto:iamalmira@hotmail.com
mailto:mymyers@pacbell.net
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     Thanks to OCHS life member Steve Iverson, 

folks will have an easy time finding us at our “new 

digs” at the  Heritage Museum in Santa Ana because 

of our beautiful new sign! Steve, a retired museum 

curator, is also a master woodworker who generously       

applied his skills to make this sign for us. While you 

are visiting the new office, you will surely also     

notice the beautiful curtains which were sewn by 

Helen Myers. Many thanks to Steve and Helen for 

their contributions! 

A Sign and Curtains  
for Our New Home 
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FULLERTON CA 

PERMIT NO 818 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

   Students with ID $20.00 

   Seniors (65+) $25.00 

   Individuals  $30.00 

   Family (at same address) $45.00 

   Institutions $50.00 

   Sponsors $60.00 

   Patrons $100.00 

   Corporate/Companies $200.00 

   Life Member $500.00 

   If you join after the 20th day of the month 

   Your newsletter will arrive in 6 weeks 

 

   NON-VOTING MEMBER 

OCHS MEMBERSHIP FORM            November 2016 

 

NAME/S _____________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

ADDRESS ____________________________________ 

CITY_________________ STATE, ZIP_______________ 

PHONE __________________ 

E MAIL ____________________________________ 
 
-Send meeting and special event notices to my email.  

 

  Oral History Project      $__________ 

 (Optional additional donation) 
 
  AMT ENCLOSED             $__________      
 
  Please make check payable to OCHS 
  MAIL TO: OCHS c/o Kathy Pacaud 
 1011 North Cypress 
 La Habra CA 90631             


