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Join Us ! 

~Whaling Along the  
Orange County Coast~ 

 
January 12, 2016 | 7:30 pm  

 
Trinity Episcopal Church 
2400 N. Canal St. Orange 

WHALING ALONG THE ORANGE COUNTY COAST 

     Nautical historian Bob Minty will discuss whaling off 
the coast of Orange County in his presentation, “19th  

Century Legends: Whalers, Scrimshanders, and  

California Shore Whaling” at the Jan. 12, 2017 meeting 

of the Orange County Historical Society, 7:30 p.m., at 
Trinity Episcopal Church, 2400 N. Canal St., in Orange.  

      “There is slight mention in our California public 

schools on the economic and social importance of  
California’s Whaling Industry during the 19th and 20th 

centuries,” says Minty. “Instead, we learn romantic tales 

of the life of the sailor and accounts of barbarous  
whalers that ransacked our seas.”  

      Minty plans to provide a clearer picture of this  

historic industry and scotch a variety of misconceptions 

and myths about the “Romance of the Sea.” Attendees 
will also learn, 

 How folk art sheds light on the lives and mental 

make-up of whalers 
 The connection between Richard Nixon and the  

       original Nantucket whalers 

 How Orange County played a key role in our  
       nation’s whaling industry 

 What whales, legislation, and  Conquistador Hernán 

Cortés have in common. 

     The program will conclude with the film clip, 
“Nantucket Sleigh Ride” from Elmer Clifton’s 1922  

silent film, “Down to the Sea in Ships,” filmed on the 

19th century whaleship, Charles W. Morgan, out of New  
Bedford.  

     Bob Minty is the Program Chair of the Dana Point 
Historical Society, and has been a member of Dana Point 

and San Juan Capistrano “living history” groups –      

portraying Richard Henry Dana, Jr. – for more than  

twenty years.   
     For the past several years Bob has also prepared     

exhibits and lectures for the Ocean Institute on the history 

of California shore whaling and scrimshaw. His next 
scheduled exhibits will be held in March at the Dana 

Point Festival of Whales and in September at the Dana 

Point Tall Ships Festival. 

http://www.orangecountyhistory.org
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     Remember when people used to learn new and  

interesting things when they listened to the radio? 

      

     You still can! Every Wednesday at 4pm, tune in 

to 88.9FM on KUCI, the UC Irvine campus radio 

station. There you will find “Vintage Orange,” a  

30-minute program where the topic is Orange  

County history.  

     Each week, host Ellen Bell discusses a topic from 

the county’s past. Local historians, authors and    

pioneering residents share their research and  

personal experiences.  

     The show was created from Bell’s desire to share 

what she has learned about Orange County history.  

“I’ve had so many interesting discussions and heard 

so many great lectures about local history,” she said.  

“I always thought that others should be in the room 

to hear them too.” 

Some recent topics have included: 

 Chris Jepsen      

  “Rudy Boysen and The Boysenberry” 

 Phil Brigandi     

  “O’Neill Park” 

 Stephanie George  

  “Anaheim Halloween Parade” 

 Paul Spitzzeri   

  “The Barton Massacre” 

 Alan Hess   

     “William Pereira and Architecture at UCI” 

     If you aren’t near Irvine on Wednesday after-

noons, you can listen live on the KUCI website. Just 

go to www.kuci.org and then click the area that says 

“Listen LIVE.” 

Vintage Orange      If you miss a show, don’t worry! Go to the  

Vintage Orange Website, where Ellen posts all of the 

past programs. www.vintageorangekuci.blogspot.com 

     You can also subscribe to the Vintage Orange   

podcast on ITunes. Just search for Vintage Orange 

KUCI and then sign up for the free service. You will 

automatically receive each week’s new podcast.  

     Ellen is always interested in learning new things 

about Orange County history.  If you are interested in 

being a guest on a future program, don’t be shy!     

Interviews are painless and can be conducted over the 

phone at your convenience. Please contact Ellen with 

your ideas at ellenbell@cox.net  

Ask A Historian 

Q: I live in North Tustin, on the side of Red Hill. From 

what I have read there was once a swamp near the Hill 

which went all the way to the Pacific. I would like to learn 

why and how it disappeared.                                                                              

Irene D. 

 

A: La Cienega de las Ranas (the Swamp of the Frogs)  

extended from Upper Newport Bay to the foothills of the 

Santa Ana Mountains. A bit of the cienega has been      

restored by the Irvine Ranch Water District and UCI at the 

San Joaquin Marsh and Wildlife Sanctuary adjacent to San 

Diego Creek in Irvine. 

     The swamp took its name from the millions of frogs 

whose collective voices could be heard for miles around 

each spring. It was just one of a vast series of wetlands that 

could be found across Orange County’s northern coastal 

region, from Alamitos Bay to Bolsa Chica, Westminster, 

Fountain Valley and the Santa Ana River delta, Gospel 

Swamp (South Santa Ana), Newport Bay, and parts of  

Irvine. Red Hill was near the Swamp of the Frogs, and 

being one of the most notable nearby landmarks, it was 

sometimes called “El Cerrito de las Ranas” (the Hill of the 

Frogs).  

     Throughout Orange County, most of the marshier lands 

were purposely drained to make way for agriculture. The 

development of communities also required the advent of 

flood control channels and the channelizing of creeks and 

the Santa Ana River.  

(“SWAMP” continues on next page…) 

http://www.kuci.org
http://www.vintageorangekuci.blogspot.com
mailto:ellenbell@cox.net
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Ellen Bell 

Meet Our Newest Board Member 

     OCHS member, Ellen Bell, has agreed to serve on 

our board, adding a little more south county flavor to 

the mix. Ellen hails from Irvine, where she supports 

local preservation efforts as President of the Irvine  

Historical Society.  

     Ellen and her husband, Tim, have lived in Irvine 

for over 25 years and during that time have witnessed 

the constant change and persistent growth in the city. 

In an effort to educate new residents on the history of 

their new home, she wrote “Irvine: Images of    

America” for Arcadia Publishing in 2011. Currently, 

Ellen is collecting and preserving personal stories of 

pioneering residents for a book about the early       

villages of Irvine.  

     Ellen is passionate about sharing local history in a 

way that will inspire others to get out and enjoy the 

heritage of their community. She also hosts ‘Vintage 

Orange’ on KUCI radio. (See “Vintage Orange”  

article on page 2.)  

     Ellen is excited to dig in and get to work  

preserving and sharing the rich, historic heritage of 

Orange County. 

(“SWAMP” continued…) 

Wells serving household water and irrigation also took 

their toll. In places, portions of marshes were carved up 

and reconfigured to create prime real estate for gun clubs, 

where hunters came to shoot ducks and other waterfowl. 

But ultimately most of these marshy pockets were drained 

and filled as well. Bit by bit, the wetlands eroded away. 

Today, homes, roads, schools and businesses cover most 

of our old swampland, including the Swamp of the Frogs. 

However, you can never tame Mother Nature completely. 

Recently, developers building atop the old Marine Corps 

Air Station Tustin were shocked and dismayed to find that 

the land was downright soggy. In the words of historian 

Phil Brigandi, “What did they *expect* to find in the 

Swamp of the Frogs?” 

(Answered by President Chris Jepsen) 
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