COUNTY s COURIER

Orange County Historical Society

Vol. 47, No. 3

MARCH, 2017

Chris Jepsen, President & Editor

150 YEARS OF ANAHEIM’S ST. BONIFACE

Historian and archivist
Stephanie George will
present “From Colony to
Community: 150 Years
of St. Boniface Church,
Anaheim,” at the March
9, 2017 meeting of the
Orange County Historical
Society (OCHS). The
meeting will be held at
7:30 p.m. at Trinity
Episcopal Church, 2400
N. Canal St., in Orange.

Often considered an
intercity parish, St. Boni-

Frank Mt. Pleasant Library
of Special Collections and
Archives.

By researching and
writing about local history,
she’s curated several award-
winning exhibits, published
Sowing Dreams, Cultivating
Lives: Nikkei Farmers in
Pre-World War Il Orange
County, and has written
several articles about
Orange County events.
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face—located in down-
town Anaheim—was once the only Catholic parish in all
of what’s now Orange County. From its beginnings, it’s
been the worship community of regional and nationally-
recognized individuals, provocateurs, immigrants, the
devout, and the profane.

This presentation traces the roots of the parish through
modern times within the context of Orange County
history, including its relationship with Rancho Cafién de
Santa Ana and early city pioneers Theodore Rimpau and
Augustus Langenberger, its shifting ethnic profile, the
influence of culture and Church tradition on its members,
music, architecture, and practices, and its impact on and
in the city of Anaheim and surrounding communities.

Stephanie George is Secretary of the OCHS, a local
historian and author, and is the Special Collections and
Archives Librarian at Chapman University’s

JOIN US!

150 Years of St. Boniface
Church, Anaheim

MARCH9, 2017 | 7:30 PM

at Trinity Episcopal Church
2400 N. Canal St. Orange

OCHS needs a few more board members. Now’s the
time to get more involved! The board meets at 7 p.m. at
Trinity Episcopal on the first Thursday of each month and
works on various Society tasks. If you know someone
(maybe even you!) who you’d like to nominate for an
appointment, email Chris at cjepsen@socal.rr.com.
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DESIGN NOTE: This newsletter’s slight redesign echoes
the Courier as it first appeared in 1970 — the brainchild of
then-president Jim Sleeper and editor Lindy Currie. Numer-
ous fonts and graphics are taken directly from the earliest
issues. Why go retro? It’s sort of what we do around here.
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Society Datebook ...
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Mar. 9 — “History of St. Boniface, Anaheim” program
Mar. 25 — OCHS History Room open, 10am-2pm
Apr. 13 — “The Jim Sleeper Collection at UCI” program
Apr. 29 — “Early California” Excursion, Capistrano
Apr. 29 — OCHS History Room open, 10am-2pm
May 11 — Historical Preservation program
May 27 — OCHS History Room open, 10am-2pm
June 8 — “Disneyland by Design” Annual Dinner
For more information visit OrangeCountyHistory.org
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“Tiki in 0.C.”” at Chapman

If you enjoyed (or
missed) OCHS president
Chris Jepsen’s program on
“Tiki in Orange County”
several years ago at the
OCHS Annual Dinner, you
may also enjoy an exhibit of
the same title he’s guest
curating at Chapman
University. From architec-
ture, décor and music to
literature, theme parks and
backyard luaus, the South
Seas was a wildly popular theme throughout mid-
century America. Artifacts, photographs, documents
and music, offer a brief look at the origins of Tiki in the
South Pacific, its interpretation in mid-century Orange
County, and how both inspired today’s Tiki revival.

This exhibit is on display at Special Collections &
Archives in Chapman University’s Leatherby Library
(4th Floor) from now through Aug. 25. Regular exhibit
hours are Monday through Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m., with no appointment needed.

However, if you’d like to attend the special opening
reception and program on Sat., March 4, at 4:30 p.m.,
please RSVP to 714-532-6027 or eshin@chapman.edu.
Chris would love to have a bunch of OCHS folks there!

Having Trouble with OCHS Emails?

If you’re signed up for our event emails and use
Gmail, our emails may be automatically directed to
your Promotions folder. If so, just add our email ad-
dress as a contact: Select “Contacts” from the options

on the left side of the Gmail inbox. Select “Create
Contact” on the top menu. Enter the address member-
ship@orangecountyhistory.org and then click “Save.”
Still have questions about our email list? Contact
Guy Ball at membership@orangecountyhistory.org.

EDITOR WANTED!

Can you use MS Publisher and plug provided articles into
an existing template? Do you have an eye for design? Do
you meet deadlines? If so, then BOY could OCHS use

your help with the County Courier! It took our last editor

(see pg. 4) about four hours a month to produce a finished

PDF for the printer. If you can share your time and talent,

please help. Email Chris Jepsen at ClJepsen@socal.rr.com.

THANK YOU FOR HELPING!

Big thanks to librarian and author Debora Richey of
Fullerton, who was the first to donate to our OCHS
Archives fund drive, and to Richard Odle, who also gave
a very generous contribution! They got us off to a good
start, but we still need help furnishing our new office
space with materials to help us properly preserve our
documents, photographs, and artifacts. You can help by
donating money that will go to specific purchases—things
like bookshelves, archival quality boxes, and photo

preservation. Examples follow:
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Rolled Storage - $35

T
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Artifact Storage - $30

Open Shelving - $250
Steel Bookshelves - $300
Glove sets - $17

Bag of Photo Sleeves - $25

Quilt Box - $45

To donate, just send a check with a note regarding
which purchase you’d like to support to:
Orange County Historical Society
P.O. Box 10984, Santa Ana, CA 92711

You can also donate via PayPal at
orangecountyhistory.org/support-donate.html
Thank you for your help in preserving our history!

Born with a Silver Spoon?

The Old Courthouse Museum is planning an exhibit
this summer on the history of . . . the Old Courthouse.
Among the things we’re looking for are souvenirs
showing the Old Courthouse, like a silver spoon with an
engraving of the bu11d1ng on it. These things were
common in the early 1900s but we
can’t seem to find one today.
Can you help? We don’t need
to borrow the actual item;
we just need a good
photograph of it.

-Phil Brigandi

ockid@netzero.com




ORANGE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
HISTORICAL EXCURSION

EARLY DAYS OF CALIFORNIA IN CAPISTRANO
SATURDAY, APRIL 29, 2017

ORANGE COUNTY

HISTORICAL S5OCIETY

Join us for a fun day in San Juan Capistrano, learning about early California. This excursion includes a walking tour of
downtown Capistrano and parts of the Los Rios District, a historic reenactment at Los Rios Park, a tour of the newly ren-
ovated Blas Aguilar Adobe and its wonderful California Indian artifacts, Ballet Folkloric dancers and music, and a tradi-
tional homemade Capistrano pork guisada lunch at the adobe. Lunch indudes pork quisada (stewed/marinated), rice,
beans, tortillas, fruit and beverage. (Last year's tour attendees may remember Capistrano Historical Alliance Committee
president Jerry Nieblas inviting us back for this traditional meal.) Sign-ups limited to 45, so register today!

EXCURSION INFORMATION

Transportation, all activities, traditional guisada lunch, and gratuities are induded.

Bus leaves at 9:00 a.m. and returns around 4:00 p.m. at the Heritage Museum of Orange County, in Santa Ana.
Qutdoor excursion, so dress appropriately and wear comfortable walking shoes.

You may bring your own snacks and beverages.

Registrations must be postmarked on or before April 25" deadline. Alternately, you may also pay by PayPal at
OrangeCountyHistory.org. No refunds and/or registrations accepted after the deadline. You'll receive
confirmation and more information via email after April 25,

¢ Questions? Contact Monica Ortez: 714-707-7425.

DETACH AND MAIL REGISTRATION FORM BELOW
DEADLINE: TUESDAY, APRIL 25", 2017

FIRST & LAST NAME(S)

ADDRESS CITY ZIP

EMAIL PHONE

PAYMENT/MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: OCHS
MAIL PAYMENT TO: MONICA ORTEZ, 1710 N. COMMUNITY DR. #208, ANAHEIM, CA 92806

_ Number of Persons to Attend OCHS Member x $40.00 Subtotal

_ Number of Persons to Attend Non-Member x $45.00 Subtotal

Total Due
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COURIER EDITOR FLEES COUNTY

It was almost two years ago
when soon-to-be Orange County
resident, Ashley Toutain, while
attending a conference in Denver,
approached board member Stepha-
nie George. She would be moving
from the Pacific Northwest and
was already networking, hoping to
make connections with like-
minded professionals who could, possibly, direct her to
potential employment opportunities.

Continuing their conversation once Ashley had
relocated, it became clear that the Orange County
Historical Society would benefit from the expertise and
knowledge Ashley held as an archivist. Happily, Ashley
accepted the nomination and immediately joined our
curatorial team.

But, true to Ashley’s good nature, she stepped up as
the chair of the refreshments committee, ensuring that
our monthly meetings were aptly supplied with tasty
treats—many of them homemade.

As if managing collections and refreshments weren’t
enough, she cheerfully volunteered to edit the monthly
newsletter, which also included building templates and
oftentimes, writing articles.

Most recently, she and her fellow curatorial commit-
tee moved our collections from our storage unit to our
new Center at the Heritage Museum of Orange County.
While this was a herculean task to begin with, she was
also responsible for freezing our materials (to kill any
insects that may have been lurking and/or retard any
mold growth before exposing it to the rest of our
collections), which was a multi-month process.

0ON'T LOOK DOWN REREY

It was shocking news, then, when she resigned just last
month, as a move to San Diego County precluded her
from participating as a board member with any regularity.

We cannot thank her enough for her dedication to her
adopted county’s history and all she’s done for the Orange
County Historical Society. Please join us in wishing her
well and thanking her for contributing so much. You’ll be
a hard act to follow, Ashley!

GOT YOUR JOURNAL? A!l members should now have
their 2016 Orange Countiana. Is yours missing? Contact
Guy Ball at membership@orangecountyhistory.org.

Flying Start for OCHS Archives

Our new office and archives had their first open hours
on January 28, and it was a great day.

Some 20 people came by to visit, look over our numer-
ous collections and learn more about the Orange County
Historical Society and the many things we have to offer.
Some specific interests included irrigation, prohibition,
David Hewes and the Coast Inn in Laguna Beach.

What are your specific interests? We likely have
something you’ll enjoy. We’re open on the last Saturday
of each month, from 10am to 2pm, so please join us.
Upcoming dates include March 25, April 29 and May 27.
We are also open by appointment. Volunteers will be
available to assist you with your research. (If you are
interested in volunteering on any of those days, please let
a board member know.)

We are so very grateful to those who have donated to
OCHS enabling us to continue providing access to these
materials in our new space. Visit us soon!

Don’t concern yourself with this bottom part of page four. This part

isn’t for reading! You can stop now. Really.

We can see you won’t be deterred, so we’ll just point out that this

section of the page is the back side of the form you’re supposed to
fill out and return (with payment) to sign up for our great Early
California tour and lunch in San Juan Capistrano! You didn’t really
think we’d print something meaningful in this section that might
discourage you from clipping off the form and mailing it in,

did you?
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Q: What’s the histor- "‘\;M A
ical significance of (¢
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the naming of Lewis
Street in Anaheim/
Garden Grove?

- Charles L.

A: According to
historian Phil i
Brigandi, the street’s \ W€,
original name “was
Lewis Road, or
perhaps Lewis Ranch
Road.” He says the name is somehow tied to Harry W.
Lewis, who was secretary and one of the incorporators of
the Dawn Land Company. This company subdivided the
Dawn Tract in “West Orange” in 1912. The Dawn Tract
today includes UCI Medical Center (originally Orange
County Hospital and Poor Farm), a number of other
government facilities, most of The Block (or whatever
they’re calling The City mall these days), Christ Cathedral
(nee Crystal Cathedral), a chunk of Lewis St., and more.

Rancher Harry W. Lewis lived at 1770 E. 4th St. in
Tustin with his wife (Lena) and children, and grew primar-
ily walnuts and apricots, but also peaches, pumpkins, and
sweet potatoes. Born in Ohio in 1873, Lewis’ formal
education ended after his first year of high school. Still, he
became president of the Santa Ana Walnut Growers
Association and a director of the California Walnut
Growers' Association. At one point he served as secretary
of the Orange County Grand Jury, was a key figure in
fundraising for the new Santa Ana YMCA building (which
today is being renovated), and was extremely active in the
First Presbyterian Church of Santa Ana. Lewis died in
Orange County in 1945.

Phil speculates that Frank N. Lewis who lived near the
Dawn Tract, may have been Harry’s brother.

Looking at old maps, it appears Lewis Street stretched
across Highway 101 for some years until the highway
became the I-5 Freeway and the street was cut in two.

I have a hazy memory, also of the Crystal Cathedral
folks trying the change Lewis Street’s name to Crystal
Cathedral Way or something. I believe someone told me
that members of the Lewis family stepped forward and
registered a complaint. Obviously, the street’s name was
never changed.

- Chris Jepsen

ORANGE GOUNTY HISTORICAL SDGIETY

Board of Directors
President Chris Jepsen

Vice President Kevin Cabrera

Secretary Stephanie George
Treasurer «GE CO% Helen Myers
Guy Ball N Monica Ortez
Ellen Bell Kathie Schey
Phil Chinn Lynne Yauger

For a list of standing committees go to:
http://’www.orangecountyhistory.org/about-board

OCHS Message Line : (714) 543-8282 !
Mailing Address: PO Box 10984 | Santa Ana, CA 92711

www.OrangeCountyHistory.org

Contacts
info@orangecountyhistory.org
webmaster@orangecountyhistory.org
historian@orangecountyhistory.org
membership@orangecountyhistory.org
newsletter@orangecountyhistory.org
photographs@orangecountyhistory.org

RUBBING THEIR NOSES
IN OUR FAMOUS FRUIT

Beginning in 1907, Californians
called for the creation of National
Orange Day. By 1915, on a given date
in March, folks were encouraged to eat
an orange, drink a glass of juice or even
gift an entire box of the things. In prepa-
ration for the March 10 event in 1917,
Santa Ana committee chairman R.L.
Bisby, lugged a barrel lavishly decorated for the purpose
into the post office as the intended receptacle for letters to
be sent to friends and family back east (then emerging
from a frigid winter) extolling the virtues of our local
bounty. It was said that letters from Santa Anans who’d
hailed from the east could certainly fill the barrel. “It
would please the recipient and induce the use of the
golden fruit” the local press wrote. Everybody do it.”

-Kathie Schey
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Students ¢ with ID $20.00 OCHS MEMBERSHIP FORM March 2017
Seniors (65+) $25.00 NAME/S
Individuals $30.00
Family (at same address) $45.00 ADDRESS
Institutions ¢ $50.00 CITY STATE, ZIP
PHONE
Sponsors $60.00
E MAIL
Patrons $100.00
D -Send meeting and special event notices to my email.
Corporate/Companies ¢ $200.00
Life Member $500.00 Oral History Project  §
(Optional additional donation)
If you join after the 20th day of the month AMT ENCLOSED $
Your newsletter will arrive in 6 weeks
Please make check payable to OCHS
. MAIL TO: OCHS c/o Kathy Pacaud
(¢ Non-voting member) 1011 North Cypress
La Habra CA 90631




