
Join Us! 
“Answers to Questions People 

Haven’t Even Asked Yet”:  
Jim Sleeper and His  
Research Collection  

 

APRIL 13, 2017 | 7:30 pm  

 

at Trinity Episcopal Church 
2400 N. Canal St. Orange 

Jim Sleeper & His research Collection 

      “Answers to Questions 

People Haven’t Even Asked 

Yet”: Jim Sleeper and His 

Research Collection, is the 

title of a presentation by the 

Orange County Historical 

Society (OCHS) on Thurs-

day, April 13, 7:30 p.m. at 

Trinity Episcopal Church, 

2400 N. Canal St., in the 

City of Orange. Panelists 

include Nola Sleeper, local 

historian Phil Brigandi, and 

Audra Eagle Yun and Kelly 

Spring of UCI Library’s 

Special Collections, where 

his papers are now housed. 

The evening will be emceed by OCHS President Chris 

Jepsen. A small selection of material from the Sleeper 

Collection will be on display. This event is free and open 

to the public and light refreshments will be served. 

     Author and historian James ("Jim") Doren Sleeper 

(1927-2012) would have been 90 this April 16th. He was 

Orange County's greatest historian, and one of its most 

memorable personalities and literary voices.  

     Jim wrote around 2,000 local history articles, and  

numerous books – all of which are classics. His first  

notable tome as a free-lance author was Jim Sleeper's  

Orange County Almanac of Historical Oddities,  

published in 1971 (the first 

of three editions, each with 

primarily unique content). 

His other books include 

Bears to Briquets: A History 

of Irvine Park 1897-1997; 

Turn The Rascals Out!: The 

Life and Times of Orange 

County's Fighting Editor, 

Dan M. Baker; A Boy’s 

Book of Bear Stories (Not 

For Boys): A Grizzly Intro-

duction to the Santa Ana 

Mountains; and Great Mov-

ies Shot in Orange County 

That Will Live Forever (Or 

At Least Until 1934). 

     Over the course of his career, Sleeper also amassed 

what he called "the largest private collection of Orange 

County-ana in Orange County, including historical  

materials, old newspapers, old books, etc. I've indexed 

newspapers from virtually 1870, when the first newspaper 

began in what is now Orange County." 

     Altogether, Sleeper’s personal papers bring together 

over fifty years of historical writing, photographs, newspa-

per clippings, maps, and artifacts.  

(“Sleeper” continued on pg. 4) 
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Orange County Historical Society 

Society Datebook . . .  

Mar. 25 – OCHS History Room open, 10am-2pm 

Apr. 13 – Jim Sleeper & His Collection program 

Apr. 29 – “Old California” Tour & BBQ in Capistrano 

Apr. 29 – OCHS History Room open, 10am-2pm 

May 11 – “Preserve Orange County!” program 

May 27 – OCHS History Room open, 10am-2pm 

June 8 – Disneyland - Annual Dinner with Alan Hess 

Sept. 14 – OCHS Season Kick-Off at Sherman Gardens 

For more information visit OrangeCountyHistory.org 

Jim clipping old newspapers in his office. (Courtesy O.C. Archives) 
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      Many thanks to Shelley Spurgeon McGuire and Brent 

Ferdig for helping our OCHS Archives fund drive with 

generous contributions! Thanks to member contributions 

like these, we’re beginning to supply our new office space 

with materials to help us properly preserve our  

documents, photographs, and artifacts. You can help too, 

by donating money that will go to specific purchases—

things like bookshelves, archival quality boxes, and photo 

preservation materials. Examples follow: 

 

Thanks for your help! 

Open Shelving -  $250 

Steel Bookshelves -  $300 

Glove sets - $17 

Bag of Photo Sleeves -  $25 

Quilt Box - $45 

Artifact Storage -  $30 

Rolled Storage -  $35 

     To donate, just send a check with a note regarding 

which purchase you’d like to support to:  

           Orange County Historical Society 

           P.O. Box 10984, Santa Ana, CA 92711 
 

     You can also donate via PayPal at 

orangecountyhistory.org/support-donate.html  

     Thank you for your help in preserving our history! 

 

ORANGE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Board of Directors 

 President      Chris Jepsen 

 Vice President               Kevin Cabrera 

 Secretary           Stephanie George 

 Treasurer                Helen Myers 

   Guy Ball                                             Monica Ortez 

   Ellen Bell                                           Kathie Schey 

   Phil Chinn                                          Lynne Yauger 
          

For a list of standing committees go to: 

http://www.orangecountyhistory.org/about-board 
 

          OCHS Message Line : 714.540.0404 ext 226  
 

Mailing Address: PO Box 10984 | Santa Ana, CA 92711 
 

www.OrangeCountyHistory.org 
 

Contacts 

info@orangecountyhistory.org 

webmaster@orangecountyhistory.org 

historian@orangecountyhistory.org 

membership@orangecountyhistory.org 

newsletter@orangecountyhistory.org 

photographs@orangecountyhistory.org 

Visit the Society’s Archives  

     Don’t forget that the OCHS archives and office are 

open on the last Saturday of each month, from 10am to 

2pm, or by appointment. Please come visit! Whatever 

your historical interests  may be, we likely have some-

thing you’ll enjoy. Upcoming dates include April 29 and 

May 27. Volunteers will be available to assist you with 

your research. (If you’re interested in volunteering on 

any of those days, please let a board member know.) 

     We are so grateful to those who have donated to the 

OCHS enabling us to continue providing access to these 

materials in our new space. Hope to see you there soon! 

Thanks for your help! 

Build A Better Mouse House: Disneyland, and 

its influence in shaping modern O.C., is the subject of our 

annual dinner on June 8. (See pg 5.) In this December 1954 

photo, Walt Disney shows his theme park plans to county 

leaders on a backlot at Disney Studios. In the front row (left 

to right) are Anaheim Mayor Charles Pearson, County  

Supervisor Willis Warner, Walt Disney, Supervisor Willard 

Smith and O.C. Planning Commission Chairman Dr. W. L. 

Bigham. (Photo courtesy Orange County Archives) 
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Sleeper (Continued from pg. 1) 

     The papers are now available for use in the Verle and 

Elizabeth Annis Reading Room on the 5th floor of the 

UCI Langson Library. Please check their website for 

current hours of operation (http://www.lib.uci.edu/

hours). A finding aid for the collection is accessible 

through the Online Archive of California.  

(http://www.oac.cdlib.org/findaid/ark:/13030/c8cf9sf5) 

     Nola (Fox) Sleeper married Jim Sleeper in 1965. She 

is a retired English teacher and taught for many years at 

Tustin High School. 

     Local historian Phil Brigandi has been researching 

and writing local history for more than forty years, is 

the author of more than two dozen books, and knew and 

worked with Jim. 

     Kelly Spring is Archivist for Special Collections, 

UCI Libraries. The Jim Sleeper papers were waiting for 

her on her first day on the job in 2015. 

      Audra Eagle Yun is University Archivist and head 

of Special Collections & Archives at UCI Libraries, and 

presided over the acquisition of the Sleeper Collection. 

Q: Why do you omit 

the story of Don Juan 

Pablo Grijalva from 

Orange County  

History?  

-E. G. 
 

A: Good to hear from 

you, Eddie! There’s 

an endless supply of 

important local  

historical topics and 

personalities that need 

more research and 

writing done about them. Exactly WHEN someone will 

come along and voluntarily tackle each of those projects is  

anyone’s guess.  

     Happily, it looks like you’ve already done some work 

on this subject yourself! [Readers, see 

www.santaanahistory.com/articles/grijalva.html  -Ed] 

     Meanwhile, we’re not omitting anything. We’re just 

sharing what we currently have and encouraging others to 

do even MORE good work. If you’d like to submit an  

article of your own, our newsletter and journal editors are 

always looking for submissions. 

- Chris Jepsen 

     Your editor just stumbled 

across an email exchange 

about Jim Sleeper he had with 

an L.A. Times reporter in 

2009. Excerpts follow,… 

 

Times: So specifically, where 

does Sleeper stand as a local 

historian? 
 

C: No one is more respected 

than Jim Sleeper in our field. 

There are others who do excel-

lent work, but Jim is THE Orange County Historian. 
 

T: How valuable are his books for  other  history buffs?  
 

C: Jim's books are among the very best ever written on the 

history of Orange County. He does excellent original research, 

knows his stuff and checks his facts. You can take what he 

writes to the bank. To top that off, he presents it in a way 

that's a joy to read. He's a consummate storyteller. 

     I have all of his books within easy reach -- both at work 

and at home -- and I refer to most of them frequently.  

     By the way, you might want to be careful with the term 

"history buff." The difference between a "history buff" and a 

historian is something akin to the difference between the guy 

who watches NASCAR on his couch every weekend and the 

guy actually driving the car around the track. 
 

S: How would you describe [Sleeper’s] personality. Out-

going? Reserved? Generous? Prickly?  
 

C: He initially comes off as a bit of a curmudgeon, which is 

part of his charm – But don’t let that scare you off. Jim is the 

same man in person that he is on the page. He’s down to earth, 

enthusiastic, brilliant, and has a quick, dry wit. And he’s al-

ways been very generous with his time, knowledge and files 

when folks like me need his help.  

Speaking of Jim... 

According to the Ol’ Almanacker… 
 

“Anyone who writes history must own up to the fact 

that it boils down to a judicious combination of  

banditry, lard, and well-turned transitional phrases.” 

 

“When it comes to local history, the first liar doesn’t 

stand a chance.”  

 

“File Cabinet: A place where papers get lost  

alphabetically” 
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