
Annual Dinner: Disneyland and the Great Big Beautiful Tomorrow 

We always try to do something special for the OCHS An-
nual Dinner and this year is no exception. 

Architect and historian Alan Hess will enlighten and enter-
tain us on the history of Disneyland’s design and building 
offering you the chance to see Walt’s creation in a whole 
new light. 

It’s no coincidence that Disneyland and Orange County 
grew up together.  The two were made for each other.  The 
county’s boom in population, housing tracts, shopping cen-
ters, freeways, and new ways of living were mirrored in 
Walt Disney’s idealized city. 

Alan Hess is the author of nineteen books on Modern ar-
chitecture and urbanism in the mid-twentieth center; his 
subjects have included John Lautner, Frank Lloyd Wright 
and Googie architecture. He’s a favored speaker for the 
OCHS, last presenting a program on “Tracts, Ranch 
House, and Mid-Century Orange County.” 

The dinner event will be held at the Phoenix Club in Ana-
heim (off the 57 Fwy, near the Honda Center).  We will 
have a traditional German buffet with a choice of several  
entrees. The event is open to OCHS members and non-
members alike, so bring your friends.  Tickets are $60 for 
members and $65 for non-members. 

A social hour (with cash bar) and silent auction begins at 
5:30 pm.  The German & American banquet starts at 6:30 
pm.  Alan’s program begins at 8 pm. 

Disney attire (or “bling”) is welcome but not mandatory.  
You must register in advance by Friday, May 26 using the 
form in the middle of this issue or by paying online at 
www.OrangeCountyHistory.org. 

For more information, contact ochsdinner@gmail.com or 
call 714 707-7425.  Confirmations will be made by email. 

 

 

 

Vol. 48, No. 5                           JUNE 2017                                     C. Jepsen, President     Guy Ball, Editor 

Orange County Historical Society 

  Society Datebook . . .  

June 8 – Annual Dinner - Disneyland with Alan Hess 

June 10 – Orange County’s History Day at the Irvine Ranch 

Historic Park (10-2). Old Myford Rd at Irvine Blvd, Irvine. 

Attending: Historical & genealogical societies, museums, 

archives, more. OCHS will be there.  Tours of the restored 

Irvine Ranch Historic Park.  Free admission. 

Sept. 14 – OCHS Season Kick-Off at Sherman Gardens 

For more information visit OrangeCountyHistory.org 
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      MAKING PROGRESS! 

Many thanks to everyone who’s contributed to the fund 

drive to help the OCHS Archives off the ground running! 

Special thanks to: long-time Life Member Elizabeth 

Pankey for  her  donation toward archive expenses,  

Susan Deering for  her  donation towards archive sup-

plies, and Mark Effle who donated photos of the Pacific 

Electric Red Car for our collection. 

Thanks to you, we’re beginning to supply our new office 

space with materials to help us properly preserve our doc-

uments, photographs, and artifacts.  

We still need your help by donating money that will go to 

general archive purchases—or even to specific items like 

bookshelves, archival quality boxes, and photo preserva-

tion materials.  Examples of our expenses include: 

Artifact Storage -$30 

Open Shelving -  $250 

Steel Bookshelves -  $300 

Glove sets - $17 

Quilt Box - $45 

Bag of Photo Sleeves -  $25 

Rolled Storage -  $35 

To donate, just send a check with a note regarding how 
you want your donation used to:  

           Orange County Historical Society 
           P.O. Box 10984, Santa Ana, CA 92711 
 

     You can also donate online through our website at: 
orangecountyhistory.org/support-donate.html  

     Thank you for your help in preserving our history! 
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Notice of Election for the 

Board of Directors of the  

Orange County Historical Society 

The Orange County Historical Society will hold its Annual 

Election of new and returning members to the Board of 

Directors in June.  All members in good standing of the 

Society are eligible and encouraged to vote.   

Balloting will take place in person at the annual dinner, 

June 8, 2017, from 5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.  You do not have 

to attend the annual dinner to vote, but you must vote in 

person. The meeting will be held at the Phoenix Club, 

1340 S Sanderson Ave, Anaheim, CA. 

A thirteen-member Board governs the Society and direc-

tors are elected by the membership to three-year terms. 

Directors generally meet at monthly meetings ten times a 

year, from September through June, during which time we 

set policies and oversee operations of the organization.  

The directors annually elect the Society’s officers.  In ad-

dition, each director usually heads one of the Society’s 

committees such as membership, preservation, publica-

tions, website, marketing, activities, historian, and curator.   

 Membership Renewals 

Please check your mailing label on this is-

sue.  (Remember that our membership year 

is on a fiscal year from July to June.)  If the 

label notes that your membership expires at 

the end of June 2017, please consider re-

newing early.  Renewing early saves us additional work and 

cost.  You can use the form on the last page or renew online at 

http://orangecountyhistory.org/support-membership.html. 

Members receive our monthly County Courier newsletter 

(September to June) with early information about our events, 

articles on local history, and more.  Your membership supports 

all of our historical projects and is helping fund our new archival 

collection center.  Not to mention, members get discounts on our 

historical excursions and annual dinner.  Thank you! 

(If you have a question about your membership, please contact 

Guy Ball at membership@orangecountyhistory.org) 



Payment by mail or online must be received by Friday, May 26. (No walk-ins.)

Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________ 

Address/City/State/Zip  ______________________________________________________________ 

Phone ______________________   Email ______________________________ 

Number of OCHS Members in your party:  ____   x  $60  =  _________

Number of non-members in your party:      ____   x  $65  =  _________

TOTAL:           $_________ 

Please make checks payable to: Orange County Historical Society  

Mail to: M. Ortez, 1710 N. Community Dr. #208, Anaheim, CA 92806 

YOU’LL SEE DISNEYLAND IN A WHOLE NEW LIGHT! 

It's no coincidence that Disneyland and Orange County grew up together.  

The two were made for each other. The county's boom in population,  

housing tracts, shopping centers, freeways and new ways of living were  

mirrored in Walt Disney's idealized city. The history of Disneyland's design  

and building serves as a way for us to understand what is unique, innovative, 

and groundbreaking in the history of modern Orange County.   

Architect and historian Alan Hess is author of nineteen books on Modern  architecture and urbanism in the mid-twentieth cen-

tury; his subjects include John Lautner, Frank Lloyd Wright, the Ranch House and Googie architecture. He is the architecture 

critic of the San Jose Mercury News, and a contributor to The Architects Newspaper. He also serves on the board of the  new 

"Preserve Orange County” architectural preservation organization.  

This dinner event is open to OCHS members and non-members alike, so bring your friends. Disney attire welcome but not 

mandatory. Register by May 26 using the form below or online at OrangeCountyHistory.org.  For more information, 

contact ochsdinner@gmail.com or 714-707-7425. Confirmations will be made via email.

Attend the Orange County Historical Society’s Annual Dinner 

At the 

The Phoenix Club

1340 S Sanderson Ave. 

Anaheim

Social hour (w/ cash bar) & Silent Auction: 5:30 p.m. 

German & American Banquet Dinner: 6:30 p.m. 

Program: 8 p.m.   Auction Results: 9:15 p.m. 

Disneyland, Orange County, 
Great Big Beautiful 

and the 

June 8
th

, 2017 
with guest speaker 

Tomorrow 





 

OCHS History Tour: 

San Juan Capistrano Excursion 

By Monica Ortez 

It was a lovely day as we headed 

down to San Juan Capistrano for 

the OCHS Early California Days 

excursion on April 29th.  We 

started our day with a walking 

tour of the Los Rios District with our tour guide CJ.  CJ 

gave a brief history of the local Indians, the Acjachemen.   

We then headed to the Montanez and Los Rios Adobes, 

both built in 1794.  The Los Rios Adobe is the oldest con-

tinuously occupied residence in California.  At the train 

tracks, CJ talked about Modesta Avila who was Orange 

County’s first felon and was sent to San Quentin prison  

for obstruction on the train track as protest against the  

Santa Fe Railroad being built.  Walking in downtown, CJ 

talked about the Valenzuela Adobe (1789) and Miguel 

Yorba Adobe (1797), the Egan House (1883), and the Art 

Deco Esslinger Building (1939). In Historic Town Center 

Park, CJ explained the park’s history and told a few local 

SJC stories.  After the tour, everyone had free time to ex-

plore SJC on their own.  

For lunch, we all met up at the newly renovated Blas  

Aguilar Adobe and Museum.  We had a delicious tradition-

al pork guisada lunch served with bean, rice, tortillas, and 

sarsa.  “Sarsa” is not a typo.  The word “sarsa” is an old 

traditional SJC word used for the word “salsa.”  The SJC 

Ballet Folkloric group, headed by Marcella Moreno, per-

formed in beautiful bright colored dresses and danced to 

music of Chihuahua and Mexico City.  Domingo Belardes 

talked about the newly renovated adobe.  The new features 

are white plastered interior/exterior walls, groomed 

grounds with new walkways, replica of the original water 

tower that was once at the adobe, an outdoor bee hive  

adobe oven, and more California native plants.  The inside 

of the museum is now bright and cheerful with California 

Indian and rancho artifacts nicely displayed to better see 

and appreciate them.   We also got to see a demonstration 

of how handmade obsidian spear points are made. 

A special THANK YOU to the following people:  Jerry 

Nieblas president of the Capistrano Historical Alliance 

Committee, Janice Pickartz, Marcella Moreno, Domingo 

Belardes, and to CJ of the SJC Historical Society for our 

walking tour. You all made our day most memorable and 

fun!  

Orange County 

History Day 

The OC Historical Commission and the OC Parks Depart-

ment is hosting a history day, titled Uncovering Hidden 

Histories in Orange County, at the Irvine Ranch Historic 

Park (13042 Old Myford Rd, in Irvine—off of Irvine Blvd 

at Jamboree) on Saturday, June 10th from 10 to 2. 

The theme of the free event is “discovering the rich history 

of Orange County and learning how you can connect with 

the historical resources in your community.” 

The event features various speakers (including the authors 

of “People’s Guide to Orange County”), storytelling and 

children’s crafts, and guided tours of the Irvine Ranch park. 

In addition, there will be a variety of booths and tables fea-

turing many of the local historical and geneology societies, 

museums and archives, and oral history organizations. 

The Orange County Historical Society will have a table 

staffed by members.  Hope to see you there!  

For more information on the history day, call the Parks De-

partment at (714) 973-6610 or visit their website at http://

www.ocparks.com/events. 

 

Visit the Society’s Archives  

The OCHS archives and office are open on the last Satur-

day of each month (including May 27 and June 24), from 

10 am to 2 pm, or by appointment. Please come visit!  

Volunteers will be available to assist you with your re-

search. (If you’re interested in volunteering and helping out, 

please email us at info@orangecountyhistory.org.) 

We’re located next to the blacksmith shop on the grounds 

of the Heritage Museum of Orange County, 3101 W. Har-

vard St., Santa Ana.  
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

   Students with ID $20.00 

   Seniors (65+) $25.00 

   Individuals  $30.00 

   Family (at same address) $45.00 

   Institutions $50.00 

   Sponsors $60.00 

   Patrons $100.00 

   Corporate/Companies $200.00 

   Life Member $500.00 

        Non-voting member 

   If you join after the 20th day of the month 
   Your newsletter will arrive in 6 weeks 

 
New Member                 Renewal 

OCHS MEMBERSHIP FORM                            June 2017 
 

NAME/S __________________________________________ 

  ________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS _________________________________________ 

CITY____________________   STATE, ZIP________________ 

PHONE __________________ 

EMAIL ___________________________________________ 
 
-Send meeting and special event notices to my email.  
 

  Oral History Project      $__________ 

 (Optional additional donation) 
 
  AMT ENCLOSED             $__________      
 
  Please make check payable to OCHS 
 

  MAIL TO:           OCHS, c/o Kathy Pacaud 
                                 1011 North Cypress 
                                 La Habra, CA 90631             

ORANGE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 

P.O. Box 10984 
Santa Ana, CA 92711 

OUNTY 

OURIER 
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