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“Orange County’s Mid-Century Motels”

Remember when a vacation stay meant an overnight
escape to sparkling blue swimming pools, flashing
neon signs, automatic ice machines and bleached
white towels? There was a time when these colorful
road-side gems encircled Anaheim’s Disneyland and
motels were more than just a place to check in for the
night.
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Thursday, November 9, 2017
Meeting Begins at 7:30pm

Trinity Episcopal Church
2400 N. Canal St.
Orange, CA
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This month’s speaker is Heather M. David, a cultural
historian and freelance writer. She is the author of the
book, “Mid—Century by the Bay” and numerous arti-
cles on American popular culture and historic preser-
vation. She is an advocate for the preservation of mid-
century architecture, art, and signage — with a focus
on California Modernism

Her latest book, “Motel California: A Pictorial Histo-
ry of Motels in the Golden State,” is the story of the MAAAAAAA AL MMM AR AR AL AR AN AR AAAAL

rapid rise and subsequent decline of the individually
owned mom-and-pop motel in The Golden State.

“...For some travelers, the motel experience was
the closest they might come to visiting the Hawai-
ian Islands ... or even the moon. ..”

It is an exploration of theme-based marketing
and a documentation of American culture at per-
haps what will be the most prosperous time in
United States history.

Join us for a trip back to the days when Orange
County’s roadside was a wonderland of color-
ful themed motels, restaurants, rooms, pools
and signs.
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We Are Thankful!

The Orange County Archives is
grateful for any treasures that
you wish to share with us!

Special thanks to:

Emma Hardwick, who donated historical
photographs of the city of Santa Ana, including
pioneer, D.S. Halladay.

Carol Stadum, for donating a vintage report
of the historic Laguna Hills limestone quarry.
Stone from this quarry was used to construct
the Mission San Juan Capistrano.

Don’t toss out those old photo albums or faded
letters. Bring them to the OCHS Archives to
share with other local history lovers!

The OCHS archives and office are open on the
last Saturday of each month from 10 am to 2
pm, or by appointment. Please come visit! We
are located next to the blacksmith shop on the
grounds of the Heritage Museum of Orange
County, 3101 W. Harvard St., Santa Ana.
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Local Thanksgiving Tradition

In November we think back to 1621, when the
newly arrived Pilgrims and members of the Wam-
panoag tribe gathered at Plymouth Rock. It’s also
a time to celebrate the traditions and culture of
Orange County’s own indigenous people, the
Juaneno Band of Mission Indians.

Every year, they gather for a holiday potluck din-
ner including Acorn Pudding, a nod to an original
staple food of the tribe.

Based in San Juan Capistrano, they host
“Thoughtful Tuesdays” at The Tribal Hall. The
public is invited to meet tribal elders, participate
in basket weaving, and learn more about the cul-
tural tradition of Orange County’s original resi-
dents. For more information visit
WWW.juaneno.com

It’s time to Fall Back....

Remember to set your clocks
back before you hit the hay
on Saturday, November 4th
or you'll be one hour early for
everything on Sunday!

: Mailing Address: PO Box 10984 | Santa Ana, CA 92711

www.OrangeCountyHistory.org

info@orangecountyhistory.org
webmaster@orangecountyhistory.org
historian@orangecountyhistory.org
membership@orangecountyhistory.org
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YORBA LINDA CELEBRATES
THEFE BIG 5-0!

The City of Yorba Linda is celebrating it’s Golden Anni-
versary of incorporation and there is no doubt that the town
once advertised as “A Country Home with City Ad-
vantages” should honor the perseverance that made this
well-earned milestone possible. As Phil Brigandi and John
Siemssen note in their chapter of “A Hundred Years of
Yesterdays,”

Perhaps no other city in Orange County endured a longer
struggle over incorporation than Yorba Linda. The first
serious talk of incorporating began in 1956. In 1958 a plan
to annex all of Yorba Linda to Brea was considered but
failed to attract support. Petitions were also circulated in
1961-62 with the same result.

In 1963 Yorba Linda voted not to annex itself to Anaheim.
Nor were they interested Placentia’s annexation offer. Out
of this renewed annexation talk came a third petition. Like
the others, it was refused by the Board of Supervisors who
decided that the owners of more than fifty percent of the
assessed value of local property were opposed to the plan.
The supporters disagreed...it took four years of courtroom
battles before the California Supreme Court finally over-
turned the Board'’s decision and allowed incorporation
election to take place. On October 24th, 1967, the City of
Yorba Linda was finally created by a vote of 1963 to 638.
The first city council consisted of Roland Bigonger, Burt
Brooks, David Cromwell, Bill Ross and Herb Warren.
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Coming Aitractions:
a Sneak Peek at
December’s Meeting

It’s that time of year again....

Once again, our holiday meeting will feature a
“Show and Tell” presentation where our own
members are the star! Time to clean out the at-
tic or scour the archives of your local museum
and show us what you’ve got! Bring in your
favorite treasure and tell us its story. Local his-
tory told by local folks...it doesn’t get better
than that!

Of course, tis the season to share your favorite
holiday treats as well! We will have a lovely
potluck table set up so be sure to bring in your
special sweets and treats to share.

Join in on the fun, Thursday, December 14.
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OCHS MEMBERSHIP FORM November 2017
Students ¢ with ID $20.00
. NAME/S

Seniors (65+) $25.00
Individuals $30.00 ADDRESS
Family (at same address) $45.00 CITY STATE. ZIP
Institutions ¢ $50.00 PHONE
Sponsors $60.00 EMAIL
Patrons $100.00 I:l -Send meeting and special event notices to my email.
Corporate/Companies ¢ $200.00 Oral History Project $
Life Member $500.00 (Optional additional donation) -

. AMT ENCLOSED $

¢ Non-voting member
If you join after the 20th day of the month Please make check payable to OCHS
Your newsletter will arrive in 6 weeks MAIL TO: OCHS, c/o Kathy Pacaud
1011 North Cypress ORANGE COUNTY

O New Member O Renewal La Habra, CA 90631 HISTORICAL SOCIETY




