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This month we’ll be setting our sights on the south 

county seashore and traveling back in time to board 

the brig Pilgrim with Richard Henry Dana, Jr.  
 

At the next general meeting of the Orange County 

Historical Society we will welcome back local histo-

rian Eric Plunkett who will discuss his research on 

Richard Henry Dana, Jr. His presentation will also 

include Dana Point’s early days as an anchorage, 

and the specific South County locations featured in 

Dana’s book, Two Years Before the Mast. The meet-

ing will be held on November 14th, 7:30p.m., at 

Trinity Episcopal Church, 2400 N. Canal St., in 

Orange.                                      
 

Eric graduated with a degree in history from Cal 

State University Fullerton in 2008. His article, 

“Richard Henry Dana at Dana Point” appeared last 

year in The Branding Iron, published by the Los  

Angeles Corral of Westerners.  

 

 

 

 

Eric co-planned OCHS’ day-long Portolá 

tour earlier this year and recently spoke to the 

Society on the subject of Hippolyte Bou-

chard’s raid on San Juan Capistrano. His 

blog, Visions of California, explores “the  

story of Orange County in the greater context 

of California history during the Spanish, 

Mexican and early American eras. 

(visionofcalifornia.blogspot.com)  
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It’s that time of year again...when Americans turn 
back their clocks one hour to comply with Day-
light Savings time. This year, we “fall back” on 
Sunday, November 3. But how did this seasonal 
practice begin? 

“One Hundred Years Later, the Madness of  
Daylight Savings Time Endures”                        

by Michael Dowling                                                      
Smithsonian.com 

….The patriotic rationale for daylight saving went 
like this: Shifting one hour of available light from 
the very early morning (when most Americans 
were asleep) would reduce the demand for domes-
tic electrical power used to illuminate homes in the 
evening, which would spare more energy for the 
war effort. 

On March 19, 1918, Woodrow Wilson signed the 
Calder Act requiring Americans to set their clocks 
to standard time; less than two weeks later, on 
March 31, they would be required to abandon  

- 

standard time 
and push their 
clocks ahead by 
an hour for the 
nation’s first ex-
periment with 
daylight saving. 

It didn’t go 
smoothly. In 
1918, Easter 
Sunday fell on 
March 31, which 
led to a lot of 
latecomers to 
church services. 
Enraged rural 
and evangelical 
opponents thereafter blamed daylight saving 
for subverting sun time, or “God’s time.” 
Newspapers were deluged by letter writers 
complaining that daylight saving upset astro-
nomical data and made almanacs useless, pre-
vented Americans from enjoying the freshest 
early morning air, and even browned out lawns 
unaccustomed to so much daylight. 

Within a year, daylight saving was repealed. 
But like most weeds, the practice thrived by 
neglect. 

In 1920, New York and dozens of other cities 
adopted their own metropolitan daylight saving 
policies. The Chamber of Commerce spurred 
along this movement on behalf of department 
store owners, who had noticed that later sunset 
times encouraged people to stop and shop on 
their way home from work. 

By 1965, 18 states observed daylight saving six 
months a year; some cities and towns in 18 oth-
er states observed daylight saving for four, five 
or six months a year; and 12 states stuck to 
standard time….The U.S. Naval Observatory 
dubbed the world’s greatest superpower “the 
world’s worst timekeeper.” 

So. In 1966, Congress passed the Uniform 
Time Act, which mandated six months of  
standard time and six of daylight saving.  

 

The History of Daylight 

Savings Time 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/30045549?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents?xid=PS_smithsonian
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Cenntennial Circle Special Event 

 

 

 

 

In appreciation for their generous support,      

Centennial Circle donors were invited to a special 

evening at The Duck Club in Irvine on October 

11th. Featured guest was Irvine family member 

William T. White III. Mr. White shared his per-

sonal stories of life growing up on the Irvine 

Ranch. His vast experience includes hunting at the 

local duck clubs, working at the cattle camp as a 

cowboy, and creating the Orange County Interna-

tional Raceway in the 1960’s. He even attended 

the Boy Scout Jamboree as part of Irvine Ranch 

troop #36! 

The Orange County Historical Society is grateful 

to Bill White for his generous contribution to our 

Centennial Celebration and for making the trip all 

the way from his home is Hawaii to attend.  
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