
Cinderella Homes: Fairy Tale Tracts in Suburban O.C. 

Once upon a time, even before Disneyland,           

Cinderella had her own housing tracts in Anaheim, 

Tustin, Costa Mesa, Placentia, and the San Fernando 

Valley. Author Chris Lukather will discuss his latest 

book, The Cinderella Homes of Jean Vandruff – 

Fairy Tale Tracts in the Suburbs, at the March 12, 

2020 meeting of the Orange County Historical Soci-

ety, . All are welcome to ths free event.. except the 

most wicked of stepmothers. 
 

                          

the 1950s, Southern California tract housing devel-

opments filled the need of a burgeoning population, 

but they often lacked innovation, imagination and 

quality. The plain box-style home tracts featuring 

little ornamentation came to define the term "cookie 

cutter." It's no wonder that designer and builder Jean 

Vandruff's charming homes skyrocketed to populari-

ty, since they exemplified a visionary translation of 

storybook magic into appealing new homes buyers 

could afford. Eventually, over 6,000 Cinderella 

Homes were built throughout Southern California 

and the United States.                                             
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Mr. Vandruff began building houses in Southern 

California in the early 1950s, after serving as a dec-

orated pilot in WWII. He enrolled in the USC 

School of Architecture, but eventually left the pro-

gram to build custom homes with his brother, Shan-

non. 
 

His first Cinderella Home was a custom home built 

in Downey in 1953, creating a prototype for his 

wildly popular model home that was featured at the 

1956 Los Angeles Home Show. The success and 

interest this model generated initiated his venture 

into tract home building and a subsequent franchise 

deal that facilitated his Cinderella Homes being 

built around the country. The style became an iconic 

mid-century design. 
 

Today at 97 years old, Jean Vandruff still lives near 

Anaheim. He is proud of the legacy of his work as a 

designer and builder, and remains active in the com-

munity that still today celebrates his Cinderella 

homes. 

 

 

“The Cinderella Homes of Jean Vandruff 

-Fairy Tales in the Suburbs” 

Chris Lukather 

Thursday, March 12th 7:30pm 

Trinity Episcopal Church,  

2400 N. Canal St., Orange 
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 Born in Ventura County in 1933, Ken attended a 

small one or two room school in Santa Paula and was 

interested in music from an early age.  

He graduated from Valencia High School in 1951. 

And later continued his education at Orange County 

State College (which later became Cal State Fuller-

ton), where he graduated with a B.A. in music in 

1961. Soon after graduating, he began his long career 

teaching music at Willard Intermediate School in 

Santa Ana. In addition to his regular teaching duties, 

he was also in charge of the marching band and the 

boys’ choir.  
 

Ken retired in 1995 after more than 34 years at 

Willard, although he occasionally returned as a sub-

stitute teacher. The school’s loss was the historical 

community’s gain. Ken became very active in numer-

ous historical organizations and had leadership roles 

in several, including Native Sons of the Golden West, 

the Old Courthouse Museum Society, and OCHS. 
 

For years, a highlight of OCHS board meetings was 

Ken reading his responses to historical queries from 

the public. He was a natural at historical research and 

worked hard to answer each question – even if it 

meant spending days driving around from institution 

to institution, digging through old newspapers and 

microfilm and paying for parking and gas on his own 

nickel. His dedication to getting the facts straight and 

helping total strangers was remarkable. 
 

As a board member, Ken was always even-tempered, 

friendly, intelligent, and a voice of reason. It was im-

possible not to like the man. Health problems mostly 

kept him at home in the last few years and his pres-

ence has already been greatly missed. Now, unfortu-

nately, we’ll be missing him in perpetuity. 

Farewell and thank you for everything, Ken. 

 

 

Remembering Ken Leavens 

Former OCHS board member and society histori-

an Ken Leavens passed away on May 12, 2019.  

 
Ken Leavens 

1933-2019 
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Renaming Our Archival Space 

It’s with great enthusiasm that we announce the 

renaming of our archival and research space the 

Phil Brigandi History Room [at Orange County 

Historical Society].  

Phil spent an inordinate amount of volunteer 

time with our collections, whether it was re-

searching and writing about the Society, organ-

izing our books, or providing muscle power--

packing up and moving everything several times 

in the last few years. It is because of his dedica-

tion to making sure Orange County history is 

preserved and made accessible that we dedicate, 

in his honor, the room in which he donated so 

Because of Phil’s dedication to our archival 

collection, an account has been established in 

his name that will be used exclusively to fund 

the needs of our archives.  Phil was an advocate 

of professionalizing our collections, either by 

using archival-quality supplies (aiding in 

preservation), digitization (contributing to ac-

cess), or taking advantage of what technology 

had to offer.  Managing our archival collections 

takes dedicated volunteers and financial sup-

port. We encourage you to join the board in 

contributing to this fund that will continue 

Phil’s dream of having a first-rate archive.  

Electronic payments can be made online on our 

website or by making checks payable to OCHS 

with “Phil Brigandi” in the memo.  Thank you 

for your consideration.   

   Phil Brigandi Memorial Fund 

Portola Hike Through O’Neill 

Park and Lone Hill 

Saturday, April 25 

Join Orange County Historian Eric Plunkett and Trail 

Guide Paula Dilsaver on a hike exploring several 

sites along Gaspar Portola’s 1769 expedition in south 

Orange County. Included will be interpreted talks at 

Portola’s campsite on the mesa, the former Indian 

village site of Alauna, and at the top of Lone Hill 

from where Portola Expedition members could spot 

San Clemente and Santa Catalina Islands. Along the 

way, you’ll be introduced to the flora and fauna of 

the area.   

This particular hike was one that Orange County his-

torian Phil Brigandi had planned to lead this spring; 

we’ll be conducting it in his honor.  

This hike is divided into two parts:  

Leg One. This is a gentle hike on a trail that’s par-

tially paved/hard-packed, with little elevation gain in 

2.5 hours.  It will include two interpretive stops.  

Leg Two.  Please be advised that this is considered a 

moderate climb (with a few steep and rough portions) 

with an elevation gain of 400’ in three-quarters of a 

mile up to the top of Lone Hill. The total loop is 

about one and one-half miles and will take about an 

hour.  

It’s not necessary to participate in both legs of the 

hike.  When you register, please indicate if you 

will be continuing with Leg Two of our hike.  

** There are no restrooms on this route. **  

Date:  Saturday, April 25, 2020 

Meet at 8:45 a.m.  

Hike leaves at 9:00 a.m.  

Additional information (directions, parking meeting 

location, etc.) will be provided as part of your email 

confirmation.   

To register for this hike, please follow this link: 

https://tinyurl.com/OCHSportola 

Any other questions, please contact 

hikes@orangecountyhistory.org  

mailto:hikes@orangecountyhistory.org
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